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1 Parents and Maſters | 5 | 
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TT's Matter of the moſt melan- / 
9 {ML cholly Conſideration, to think 
Pw ſad an Account all will have 
8 þ make to God, that haye not 
aken all poſſible Care, and uſed .3 
[| proper means for the Inſtruction 
ronverfion, and Salvation of their 1 
children and Servants. You lit ; 
hink of it, it's probable, but by 1 


Poſt true, that God Will requites 
Peir Blood at your Hands. And. 

- ſetter that Parent or Maſter had | 

Fver had a Family, than that” any 

: A 2 3 4 4 


4 8001 Gould "MW by his Net pm 
leg; nay they will be miſerabl{ ks 
+ who do not all they can for theo 
Inſtruction by Perſuaſion, Counſgas 
#1,.an® Advice, and that do nach 
. endeavour by Prayer, Readinfea 
and good Examples to convind the 
them of the Worth and Danger Ge 
E their Souls, the Reality of mißt Inc. 
Sh 

| 


things, and their Nearneſs to en or 
But how much more fad wav 
it be with thoſe that are Tempteſthei 
to Sin, who by their ScandaMet 
harden any in Sin, or tempt theſare 
2 o Pride or Luſt, or tleſhly Pleſe 
res or draw them to vain Co Nec 
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pany, and from God's Worfhij . 
and deride God's Word and H 
| Iineſs of Life | if God, ſhould, WM i 
it were by; a Miracle of free Grad {a 
| - cony 
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Net Pnvert and fave ſuch Wretclies, 
bi ey cannot convert and fave tuo 
heſfhom they have, deceived and *: 
ouſFawn into Sin; & what thoughts 
nch will have it they come to 4A 
lin heaven, to know of Souls in Hell, 
ind Fhom they have brought thither, © 

er Fe cannot tell: But if ſuch — 
f1:Enconverted, the Preſence. and 
er orment of thoſe whom th 
wave tempted will but 33 
ptef eir own, Ahl what a fad 
da Meeting will ſuch Parents and 
hefareleſs Maſters have, when they 
Pleſf te thoſe whoſe Ruin they have 
-ongiccalioned by Temptation or Neg- 
ſhiſkt? To hear them crying out, 
H@urſed be the Day that 1 came « 
d, Mto your Family, or was born to 
rac 
1V 


| 
x. 
1 


ou, who has been ſo cruel to me, 
and z 


's pm. The > REF ACE. 


and. never told me my Dang 
gr, how to eſcape it, and now] ? 
c ''s © ap undone for ever | Lo that N 
had never known you 0, t 
1 had never been a, Hon 
piercipg, how uncaſy will luch ſe 
* © Upbraiding: be? Jar 
Let thete Things ſtir up a 
and eſpecially Believers to labou 
to ſave Souls from the Power anſit 
Snares of Devils. Make haſt tf 
help poor miſerable Souls befor 1 
Death put them paſt Remedy, of I 
Sin hath harden'd their Hearty I 
Do you love your Neighbours 
your ſelves? And will you ſuffqp 
them to continue in 4gnorandÞ 
Worldlineſs and Profaneneſs an 
do little or nothing to ſave the me 
# thoa ſaw them fall down in . 
wool 


Wl 


by 


* 
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gef Swoon you would help them ; 30 
ow r their Houſes were on Fire, you 
hut wary readily help to quench it: 
 thiAad do you believe a Hell, and 
Hobot help Sinners? The Devil 
lucÞYeeks Night and Day to avon 
and will you do nothing to ſave 
p aA Souls? If you cannot do what you 
bouffwould, do what you can; Take 
r an "I to be your Duty and W ork, for - 
ſt (which you muſt give an Account 
eforſſto God. Otten ask your ſelves, 
. oftwhat ] have done for God or Souls 
artifthis Week or Day ? Begin at 
Home, and give to all an Example 


rs a 
lf pf Holineſs, Meeknets and Self 
anenial ; and betray not the Souls 
anſſpf Children and Servants with a 
em few ſlight Words, but with Love 
in end diligence labour to make hem 
oof under- 
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» 1 
underſtand God's Word and thefW 
Things that make for their Salva- Nn 
tion; Catechize them, and helpMz; 
them to underſtand and apply it Pu 

Keep them from all ill Company ; pf 
render God's Service to them ash 
+ Honourable and pleaſant as it iC 
neceſſary. To quicken you, Timeh 
is ſhort, Souls are precious, Hell i nc 
dreadful, Heaven is Joyful. Theſſth 
Devil and his Snares are buſy 5 
be not idle while he has man yo. 
4 helping on his Work, and cheat - fo 
ing many of their Souls; and forſſy- 
your Encouragement, you may be 
aſſured, if you are ſincere, it ſhall 
not be in vain. Condeſcend tolfo 
the leaſt and loweſt, doing all with h- 
HFumility and winning Love: Put. 
good Books into their Hands, andigþ 
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for 
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heEKfor ſuch as are not able to pur- 


15 4 r. 
va- haſe or have not Time to Read 


elp ; arge Treatiſes, this which is taken 


4 


it put of the beſt Authors, may be 
y hf Good Service. You would find 


 asKhe Advantage, if you made your 


is Children and Servants to learn 
methe Ten Heads, one after another, 
ll Wot burdening them with it, and 
[ hefthen you may Read what is under 
ly by Way of Explanation. And in 
anyworder to enforce it, I beg of you, 
eat - for God and Chriſt's Sake, do all 


foiſſ you can for their Salvation every 


be Pay. 


ſhall? Pray conſider that the Matters 


| toſyof your Soul and Eterrlity, as they 


vithBre of the greateſt Weight and 


Put Conſequence, ſo they deſerve the 


andÞÞreateſt Conſideration and Seri- 


for ouſneſs 
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. r it is a know Paſ, age Y 
| {4 | Secretary W alſingham ; 1 am ſe 
rious, and its t 1 ſhould be 1 2 
| i i | ' For all are ſo round about me : 
WL. God 7s ſerious 111 obſerving us| 
FJeſus Chrift is ſerious in interce-{ | 
| eding jor us, the holy Spirit is ſe 
rious in ſeriving with us. T 
b Truths of Godare ſerious Truths ra 
b Laws, bis Promiſes, Thr * 
nings, are all ſerious; Angels ard; I 
ſerious in their Adminiſration tl 13 
, our Spiritual Enemies are 2 
rious in their Attempts againſt ug 
= eclorified Saints are ſerious if 7 
W 7heir Embraces of Divine Love, 
+2 poor Damned Sinners cannot bud 
be ſeriow under the Pour ing 5 
I cut of Divine Wrath and ve 
* eur Selres "og be Jer tous f vs | 
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Sl Believe there is 2 God, tho made, 

ll preſerves, and maintains me, with 

out whom I cannot live a Moment, 

eo bath given a Law by which 1 

muſt be governed at preſent, and 

* judged hereafter : So that Jam not 

7 Liberty to ds, ſpeab or think evhat IT will,-but 

bond to know, obey, love, worſhip, ſerve, 

pe glorify bim who is my Chief End, and 
iin ts be my Eternal Happineſs.” 

bi odis a Being of incomprehenſible Greatneſs and 

- - WMjeſty, of tranſcendent Holineſs and Purity, of 

1 nite and glorious Excellencies. He is an object 

Nit worthy of our Love and choiceſt Affections, 


th \\ bs 9 


\ 


K and moſt able to reward them. It is our Life ar 
Bleffedneſs, and muſt be- our Buſineſs to love hin 


and if our Affections are ſet upon other Thiogh Fr, mn 


more than him, they are miſplaced, and it wif Tic 
never be well with us till we come near to bin: 
18.4 till we know him better, till we love him mor We 
| No greater Blefiedneſs can be deſired than per fed 3 
endleſs, mutual Love. We mult eſpeciallWe w 
ſſee to it that we are ſincere, for it is the LifWhce 
® i; and Power of Godlineſs, without Which all ous x 
1 holy Duties will not avail us. Can that Perſolhq t 
te ſuppoſed to love God, who cares not how littlf onc 
he thinks or ſpeaks of him, who has no Deiig\Wmow 

in his Service no Zeal for his Honour ang 


Glory ? Certain it is, whatever hath our Chic is, 
Love, we make a God of it; and if wi Ne 
love not the true God above all T hings we lou in 
him not as God. Now ſince ſo much depend js 
on this, it will be good for us to try where oufther 
Love is fixed; if upon God in the Manner if If as 
ought, we {hall be careſul to pleaſe him, feartuh wi 
left we offend him, frequently and diligent! 
thinking on him, and ſh:ll make his Word th 
Rule of our Practiſe : The Thoughts of beingWerer 
in Heaven with him, where Holineſs and Low 
are in Perfection, will be the moſt pleaſing 
to our Minds, and more deſired than the Riche; 
Honours, and fleſhly Pleaſures of this World 
If we love God as we ought, we ſhall long fu 
the Hclineſs of the World and the 3 
of the Church. and the Good of the Bodies an 
Souls of all Men; and heartily pray for th p 
Hallowing of God's Name, the coming of hem 
Kingdom, and the doing of his Will on Kart 
as tis done in Heaven, and when coalgg 

/ uch 


e at oY 
hich on this we endeayour to do what good we can 
bing our Place, we ſhall thereby evidence the Sin- 
© wil ity of our Love to Ged.. Bur how can any 
bin they are Lovers of God, when their Hearts 
mor not with him, but are Lovers of Pleaſures 
tech are more devoted to them than to him? i 
clallWs would hearken to Conſcience, it would do it's 
Li fice faithſully, it would tell vs that the World 
il ouffffks more of our Hearts than God or Heaven, 
riod that our Thoughts are more upon worldly 
litegghoncerrs and Pleaſures than upon God. You 
eligehnow what it is to love your, Friends your 
r a8WMoney, your Pleaſures ; but do you know what 
Chie is, by as good Experience to love God : 
ik u Now, ſince it is a Buſineſs we are often employ- 
2 lod in, to worſhip the great and glorious God, and 
pence is more honoured or diſhonoured in it than in 
e ollther Actions of our Lives, Love ſhould eſpecially 
ner Wflaence us to do it in the Manner he requires ; 
alu will teach us whenever we engage in God's 
zent! 1 oly Worſhip, whether ſecret, Family, or publick, 
'd till perform it with holy Fear and humble Re- 
beiucherence, with the greateſt intentneſs of Mind, and 
Lovyith all the Powers and Faculties of the Soul. 
ea ſiuchve ſhall then be moſt lively when thus employed: 
cher Love will then ſhew irfelf in admiring 
/ orld houghts and dutiful Wills, in ingenuous Fear 
ag fend humble Confidence, in chearſul Praiſes and 
deruchrofound Adorations. Our Love to God will 
es 21 Wepelt to us ſuch Things as may make us careful 
r ti our Service of bim: It will teach us to re- 
of hiember when Engaged in God's Worſhip, that 
Kare is always preſent with us; his Eye is con- 
qv <Wnually upon us to obſerve both our outward 
vp? 5 arriage and inward * Being a pure r, 
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he is always preſent to our Spirits and knoyy 
the moſt ſecret and retired Thoughts of our 


Hearts: Our God Redeemer is preſent ; for ou 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt walks in the midſt of thy; 
Golden Candleſticks, ſearching the Hearts ang 
trying the Reins, and obſerving the Behaviour ol * 


thoſe that worſhip him: The Holy Ghoſt is 
preſent to aſſiſt and quicken us; but grieved wheq 


we are careleſs: The holy Angels are preſent 2 
Guardians and Spectators : Satan is preſeat, and 
the moſt buſy to diſtract and hinder us and ſtealfy 


the Word out of our Hearts, leſt we believe and 
be ſaved. The Conſideration of theſe being 
preſent, holy Love makes uſe of them to quicke 
us to take Care in God's Worſhip, We might 
farther conſider, that our Thoughts and Aﬀection 
are moſt apt to wander, and therefore require : 
ſtrong guard. The Buſineſs we are employee 
about is of the greateſt importance ; ſuch at 
promoting the glory of God and the Welfare ol 
our Souls. The Succeſs of our Worſhip uſual 
depeads on our good Behaviour in it. We ſhould 


think when we are going to Worſhip God, and 


it is an awaking Thought, I am going about: 


Work, by which I ſhall be made either, betteif 
or worſe, hardened or ſoftned, ripened fot 
Heaven or Hell, for the Word travels with Life 
or Death, to every Soul that hears it; as that 


holy Man, Mr. Herbert, ſays 

— Look to thine Action well, 

For Churches either ate our Heaven or Hell. 
We muſt ſhortly give an Account at the Be 

of God of our Deportment in holy Duties, an 


muſt expect as we ſow fo to reap. Let us tak: 
heed, left we come under the Curſe the Scriptur® 


denounce 


— 


knows 17 9 
of oufWenounces againft them that do the Work of the 


5 ou} ord negligently, and endeavour to ſerve bim 
oO: tha 


With Reverence and godly Fear, for he is a con- 
's andſfoming Fire to them that trifle with him, but 
our oF Rewarder, and a bountiful one too, of them 
ft iho diligently ſeek him. 

when II. 7 believe Man at firft was made holy and 
ent a-2ppy, but by his Di/obedience to God became 
» Anqgslty and miſerable, and that when Sin reigns 
d ſteaſ Men, it renders them odious to the Holineſs and 
e andBobroxious to the Juftice of God, and if J die in 
beingſa State of Sin and Guilt I am undone for ever. 
icke] When Sin hath Dominion over the Soul, it 
mighKcannot fail to ruin it, If this be thy Cafe na 
ction Tongue can fully tell the Sinſulneſs or Miſery 
ure of thy State. If thou lookeſt within thee, there 


ioyedF js thy Conſcience regiſtering all thy Sins, which . 


ch a will go with thee to the judgment of God, and 
ire Of be as a Thouſand Witneſſes againſt thee and fill 
ſuallyf thee with Horror and Amazement for ever: If 


20u1dÞ thou lookeſt above thee to Heaven, there is a 
, and provoked God thine Enemy and who can expreſs. + 


"out à the Miſeries of that Creature whoſe Maker 1s 
detteſf his Adverſary, all whofe Attributes ſpeak nothing 
| toll but Terrors? If thou look downward, there is 
Liſq Death ready to ſeize thee, and let thee into Hell. 
thai There is but a Step between thee and Everlaſt- 
iog Burnings. Thou hangeſt over the dreadful 
Priſon, out of which there is no releaſe only by 

4 the ſlender Thread of Life, which death will ſoon 


Bai break. Before thee are Snares and Temptations, * 


„ an which the Devil is buſy to draw thee into, behind 
tac there are innumerable Sins unrepented off and 
ptur# unpardoned; on thy Right Hand all thy Riches 


unceſ and Fulneſs are a Curſe to thee pn thy left Handy 
. s | ſe =_ - 
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are ready to ſeize on thee. How can it be other. 
wile with that Soul, who having loſt the holy 


of his Anger; but of his Loathing, Zech. rr, 8, 
who being like to Satan is become his Slave, and 
without a Change muſt be hs Companion in 
Miſery. 

III. 7 believe the Lord Feſus has died to 
reaeem and ſuve me from yin and Hell, and has 
groen his Word, and Spirit and Ordinances for 
the carrying on the Work of San#ificatioa in my 
Soul zo1thout which I muff never ſee God's Face 


evith Comfort. os + 
In this wonderful Work, our Redeemer. hath Om! 
expreſſed the greateſt Love in the procuring of Fair| 
Redemption, and in that he affords ſo kindly the M*? be 
Means for the Application of it. Some have Chri 
obſerved all the Dimenſions of Length, Breadth, I Dea 
Height and Depth in our Saviour's Sufferings, ep 
Fot Length, his Paſſion was ſeveral Hours long. me 
es Breadth extended over all the Parts and e, 
4 Powers of his Soul and Body, no Part free but Fat 
his Tongue, which was at Liberty to pray for En 
=. his Enemies: His Sight was tormented with the MW 
P=*.icornful Geſtures of ſuch as pafſed by, wagging O 
their Heads His hearing grieved with the n 
Taunts and Jeers of Prieſts and People, his Smell- alt 
Jog offended with the noiſome Stench from the 
Place of Sculls; his Taſte with the Gall and e. 
Vinegar given him to drink; his Feeling wonder- “ 
fully affected by the Nails which pierced his 
Hands and Feet, and the Crown of Thorns r 
Which pierced his tender Temple with a Multi- tc 
ben of Wounds, As for the Depth of bis Wh © 
. Paſicu, “ 


* 
— 


19 | 2 
Paſfion, it was as deep as Hell it ſelf, enduring 
orments in his Soul, as well as Torpents in 


Whis Body, groaning under the Burden of Deſerti- 
Won, crying out, My God, my God, cihy bat thus 


erſaken me? Laſily, for the Height of his Suffer- 
jogs they were as high as Heaven, his Pet ſon being 
innocent and infinite, no leſs than the Son of God, 
which adds infinite Worth and Value to his 
Sufferings. Surely our Lord deſerves our chie ſeſt 
Love, nay, he requires it expreſly, declaring, 
That if any Man loves Father or Mother Wife 
or Chilarcn, Houſe or Land, more than me be 1s 
not worthy of me. He ſhould be the full and 
compleat Subject of our Deſire, and Hope and 
Faith and Love, and Joy. What Comfort may 
a believing Soul take, when be can apply all that 


8 Chriſt has done to himſelf, when he can ſay, My 


Dear Lord came off his Father's Botom for me, 


W wept and bled for me, poured out his Life for 


me; and is now riſen and gone to Heaven for- 
me, and fits at the Right Hand of bis righteous 
Father, making Interceſſion for me; and at the 
End of the World will come again and receive 
me to himſelf, to live with him tor ever and ever. 
O happy Soul, that can truly thus ſay ! To ſuch 
an one, Chriſt is the chiefeſt of Ten Thouſand, 


| altogether lovely. 


IV. I believe I muff be born ag1in and that a 


real Change muſt paſs upon me of I ſhalt never 
come to Heuden. 


The Neceſſity and Nature of this Change are 


F moſt worthy ol our ſerions Conſideration. Better 
for us we had never been born, than not to be 
born again; for our Saviour ſaith, Except a Map 


be born again, he cannot /ze the Kingdom of G 
| B 4 „ And 


-- 
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| And his Apoſtle an. If b Man be in Chris,] 
e is a new Creature Without Holineſi no ManWG oſpe 
ſhall fee God eoitb Comfort, Our eternal Hap. Hor h 
pineſs depends upon it; ſurely then it concern T ydi. 
us to enquire what it is, and whether we haveſWiltre 
experienced any Thing of it. This pew Birth 
may thus be diſcribed: It is a thorough Change 
wrought upon us by the holy Spirit, whereby the 
Seed of all Grace is infuſed, the Soul made to 
receive and to reſt upon Chriſt wholly for Salva. 
tion, according to his Gracious Covenant; and 3d 
accordingly doth- unfeignedly repent of all hind 
Sins, turning from the Love and Practice of them 
pnto God: Doth, from a ſincere Love to him, 
deſire and endeavour to walk before him in Obe. 
dience and newneſs of Life, according to his Will. 
Now, becauſe this is of ſo great Importance to 
us all, we muſt obſerve the Character of thoſe 
who ate not yet converted, and muſt be changed, 
i ever they Will be ſaved. Surely the Danger 
of a, Miſtake will quicken us to the utmoſt Dili- pe a 
ence, Seriouſneſs and Impartiality in this Inquiry 
into our ſelves. 

1, That Man or Woman that never yet per. 
ceived, that Sin is a great and deteſtable Evil, 
deſerving the Wrath of God, and that never felt Par 
what need they ſtand in of the Pardon of Sin by, 
the Blood of our Lord Jeſus, nor was ever humbled 
in that Apprehenſion of his unworthy Dealing 
with God, but can bear his Sins as a tolerable 
Burthen, is yet unconverted, and Without Con- 
verſion can never be ſaved. 

24ly, That Perſon who was never driven to 
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Chriſt for Deliverence, nor beaten out of ConceitÞ: 
ot Merit, and Sufficiency in himſelt, nor broyght hin 
[0 


21 
o admire the Tu Deſig of God, in the 
oſpel, and in the great Work ot Redemption, 
Tap. nor bath any Taſte of the Sweetneſs of the Glad 
erm Tydiogs of Salvation, which are brought to 
haveſWiſtrefied Sinners in the Goſpel, ſo that h.s Heart 
3irthMvas never warmed with a Senſe of the Redeemer's 
ange ove and Blood, but heareth and e deth the 
the Polpel as a common Story, or as if it were not 
e toe that was thus redeemed; ſuch an one is yet 
alva. Nunconverted whatſoever be may ſeem. 
and 3d. That Perſon that hath not his Heart 
| hisfpod Hopes in Heaven, and looketh not at that 
hems his only Happineſs and doth not make it the 
bim, Boſineſs of his Liſe to attain it, but fetteth 
Obe. his Heart more upon the Things of this Life, is 
NV ill. Fertainly unconverted and in a loſt State, and Con- 


Drift, 
Man | 


> toWition, whatever he may pretend. 
hoſe 475. That Perfon who is not weary of all 
ged, known Sin, and hateth it not, and would not he 


nger 
Dili- 
uiry 


id of it with all his Heart, and is not willing ta 
de at the Labour and Coſt of Duty in the Uſe of 
hoſe Means which God hath required for the 
obtaining of a Conqueſt, but will venture his Soul 


per. pon a careleſs Lite, rather than he will be brought 
: vil, Mo Diligent Godlineſs, and takes up Godlinets in 
elt Part, upon meere Neceflity, having rather let it 
n bygone if he durſt, and takes it for a grievous 


dled 
ling 
able 
on- 


biog to be hindred from his Sin; that Perſon s 
Wot yet converted, and muſt have a further Change 
pefore he can be brought into a State of Lite, 

31 Hy. That Perſon that doth not fer himfell to 
he Duties of Holineſs to God and Righteouſneſs 


n toad Mercy towards Men; that hach not the Spirit 
1ce1t wo: Cbriſt within him, nor the Image of God vpon 
„ht hm; and doth not exprefs in it his Worthip and 
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Obedience, and is not loving compaſſionate an 


that Perſon is not yet truly converted, whatſoeve 
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mereiful to others, nor humble nor low in hig 
own Eyes and delighteth not in doing good, no 


is willing to do as he would be done by; I ta 


Seemings of Converſion he may have, but muſt yd 
be otherwiſe converted or condemned, 
Othly. That Man or Woman that hath an 
Thing in this World that is fo Dear to them thi 
they cannot ſpare it, and part with it for Chrit 
and Obedience to his Command but will rath: 
venture their Souls upon his Th::eatnings, and wi 
only take up ſo much Religion as will ſtand wit 
their Worldly Proſperity, and are not reſolved | 
the Strength of Grace rather to let go all th: 
Chriſt ; that Perſon is yet unconverted, and mu 
have a further Change or be condemned. 
If all this be true, how many are there in 


State of Death, yet believe it not, and lay it nr > 
to Heart? Let him that readeth (as he regardetW.. , 
His eternal Salvation, and would ſtand with Conga p 
fort before Chriſt and his Angels at the Laſt Day 5; 
ſeriouſly enquire whether he is renewed by tht; 
Spirit of Grace or not. If thou art a Stranger Mir 1 
this happy Work, continue ſo no longer: Dahl to 
not to delay, or to reſt in thy preſent State; our 
ſurely thou art not willing to be damned. Ee: 
neſtly ſeek the Spirit and Grace of Chriſt ; cam pre 
away thy Sins give up thy ſelf entirely to Goc is: 
and make ſure of that Happineſs which ſhall haikgg1af 


no End, whatſoever it coſt, before it be too lu ed 
V. I believe I am a Probationer for Etern't\Wer 
and that as I ſpend this ſhort Moment of T (01 
bere, /o it will be with me for ever; for a in 
af cw, I then ſhall reap, 


N (23) | 
It becomes us to think 2gain and 2pain, that 

" r Lives are ſhort, our Souls are precious our 
. Vork is great, and much of it undone; Tire 
"tens away apace, and much is already loſt; Fell 
[a terrible, Heaven is glorious, God is juſt and 
Watſoever muſt be done for our Sculs muſt de 
dne now, or never: Being in this Cife, I have 
Time to throw away on Stage. Plays, Cards, 
idle uſeleſs Diverſions: Let him employ bim- 
f in them who hath no Work to do, go Soul 
get into a prepared Frame for Death ard Jucg- 
ent, and Heaven: For my Part I have nene 
ſpare. He that lives by Faith, ſees H-zven 
en all the Way before him, and thit cools his 
ppetite to ſenſual Sports end Plesſures. O 
cious Time? How fearful am I, let thou 
duldeſt be gone before my Faith be ſtrengthne d, 
Hope confirmed, my Love to God increaſed, 
my Preparation made for Death and Judp- 
nt? I cannot think what Hearts are in thoſe 
en that can ſee Time paſſing, Death coming, 
d preſent, Judgment and Eternity at Hard, 
ſit heedle*'y at Dice or Cards, or idle Re- 
ations, as if they had no thing elſe to do with 
ir Time! Needſul lawful Recreaticns are 
to he condemned, ſuch as fit us for the Duty 

- 3 our Calling, as whetting doth the Mower's 
e: But woe to them that ceft way fo ſhort 
A precious Time in Fooleries nd Idlereſs, fipce 
Goc is all they will have to prepare in for their 
I ha! laſting State. How fſhculd our Time le 
0 Jat ed and employed, fince a Minute of it cæn 
ern! or be recalled, and we have important Buſi- 
4 71 for each Moment; Certainly that Mens not 
Ir din his Wits, or knows nothing of his God, 


Lig 


: ( 24 ) 
is End, his Work, or his Danger, who ta 
Time chat lies as a Burden upon his Handi 
Therefore Time muſt be ſpent as thoſe that loo 
upon themſelves as paſſing into Eternity, whey 


every Minute muſt be accounted for, and it mul F 
go with us as we have lived. Let us fee our Glaondi 
running, and keep a Reckoning of the Expen 70 
of Time and ſpend it as you will wiſh you Hort! 
done upon a Review when it is gone. Methinis Sa 
I foreſee my Dying Hour, my Friends mourves. 
fully waiting to do me the laſt Kind Office. Oe L. 
how doth it put Life into my Duty, and quickWr 8. 
me in my Way, when fee it's End fo near! llent 

VI. 7 heheve I have a Soul of an immoriWing 
Nature, of more Worth than Ten Thouſand Mor ve 
which is in great Danger of being loft throuWpdie: 
tbe Temptations of the Devil, the World, aorta] 
2 Fleſh 1 which therefore 7 oaght to watch, Mmncer 

rives and pray againſ}. tak 

Our Souls — Toiritcal vital Subſtances, It as 
dowed with Underſtanding, Will and vari it a 
Affections, created with an Inclination to VII 
Body, and infuſed into us by God, by whom y 
for whom they were made capable of enden 
Happineſs or Miſer'; and accordingly, at De: 7 
will be ſentenced to one or the other. Noth cx. 
is more worthy of my greateſt Pains, and Lab # 


than my precious Soul, and the Seeking after i 
Pleaſing God, and ſaving it. To over-vall 
preſent mortal Things that bear Relation to i 
Body, and under- value my Soul, or flight WW 
Concerns, is as if I ſhould feed my Dog, N 
ſtarve my Child. It's great Worth appears, Wiki 
tnat it will never have an End, but latt as 1 
ag God will laſt; in that it's capable of Co 
mun 


2 
Runion with God here, = everlaſting Com mu- 
Woo with him in Glory; in the Price that was 
Kid for it's Redemption, even no leſs than the 
flood of our Lord jeſus. The Diligence, and 
WW atchſulneſs and Stratagems of Satan to deſtroy 
| He lies in Ambuſh at every Place, State and 


Glaondition, Going about like a Roaring Lyon feet. 
peu to deffroy it. Theſe Conſiderations ſhew it's 
1 hf orth and Value, and ſhould urge us to make 
hints Salvation our Buſineſs and the Care of our 
ourives. We ſhould hazard all before it, becauſe 
Obe Loſs of it is irreparable, Let us not debaſe 


Yr Souls by Living like Beaſts, below their ex- 
Ellent Nature and End, nor endanger them by 


ing in Sin. Ah! how many are there that 
ore a thouſand Thoughts about their Dying 
brouWpdies, for one that they have about their im- 
1, «Mortal Souls; as if it was a Thing that nothin 


Incerned them; out ſurely every wiſe Man wil 
taking Care to provide fomething that will 
as long as his Soul laſts, and be an Heppineſs 
it and ende avour to avoid eternal Miſery, 

to un. 7 betieve I muſt die; that my Soul and 
om Ay 20:1] be parted; and that my Body will 
urn to Duſt and Rottenne/s, and my Spirit to 
that gave it : That the laſt Hour will come 
cy; and that every Stroke of my Pulſe tells 
Lab my Days are numbred, and that I muſt 
lter ty go to my long Home. 

er - vi To die is one of the moſt weighty and ſerious 
| to Wings that ever Creatures went about; ard 
Path is ſo terrible to ſome, that they cannot bear 
Mention of it's Name before them. Several 
ears, Wings concur to make it frightful to moſt : 


t. What 


| 20 
1. What goes & 4.5 9 Pains, Conflict 
and Agonies, which have been ſo great, tha 
they have made che Bed on which the Dyin 
Perſon lay to ſhike. r 
2. It's Office, and the Work it comes about, 
which is to transfer us into another World 
Hence it's ſet forth Rev. 6, 8, by a Pale Horse 
An Hotfe, for it's Uſe and Office, to carry yo 
away hence into the upper or lower World ; an 
a Pat? Hor/e tor it's Ghaftlineſs and Terrors. 
3. But above all, it's terrible in Regard of it 
Conſequences : For it is the Door of Eternity 
the Parting Point between this World and th; 
which 1s to come. the utmoſt Line and Boundar 
of all temporal Things. Ah! what a ſudden an 
ſtrange Alteration doth it make in Men's Co: 
ditions ? to be ſaatched from among Houſes ar 
Lands, Friends, Honours, and Delights and t 
be barried in a moment 14zto the Land of Dari 
neſs, and there to be cloath-d with Flames and tf 
drink the pnre Wrath of the Almighty for ever 
It's the moſt awful and important Concern « 
Life to get ready for this Change: And con ſide 
ing the ſhortneſs and Uncertainty of our Tin! 
we have none to loſe or ſquander away, M 
have many Sins to repeat of, many Graces { 
obtain, Temptations to reſiſt, Duties to perfornſ 
Oar Guilt muſt be removed, our Hearts pu 
fied, the Image of God Imprefled on us, and 
our Corruptions mortified. So then to be rea 
for Death is our Intereſt, and will be our Cor 
fort : It we confider further, that if we are 
for that, we are fit for any Thing. How wv 
all our Wealth, Honour and Sport leave us at} 


Dying Hour? With what dejected Minds u. 


welcome Death be entertained by us, with , © 
at Sorrow will our Reviews of our paſt Lives 
| us, if we are ſurprized unready ? It was the 
wing of a young Perſon on his Death Bed, 
uft 1 die, Muff I die, then I wiſh I had never 


fi4; 
„ tha 
Dyin! 


„ 


bout Wer born. Another in the fame Circumſtance 
orie yed out, Ob! How am I deceived, Oh! That 
Zor/e] had thought of this Sorrow, Oh ! That I hag 
y yo me again, How mad was I to lead ſo fanfut 


xd wicked a Life, What will become of my 
i/erable Soul, zwould God but try me ence gain, 
would be a New Man, I would live a New 
%, I would never do as I have done. Now, 


z AN 
O18. 
of it 


rat | | 

d that we may not conclude our Lives with ſuch 
dan iſmal fruitleſs Moans, let us often put our 
en all es, by ſeriovs Meditations, in Dying Circum- 


Col nces. Let us ſuppoſe we felt Death tearing 


xr Heart Strings to ſeperate both Body and Soul, 


es a1 | 

* d we lay panting and gaſping for Breath, and 
Dailt the Effects of Death in every Part, and 
and re lodged in the filent Grave ; what Thoughts 


ever en ſhould we entertain of Sin and Holineſs, of 


is World and the other, let us, as we value our 


6 
aſide duls, and the Favour of God, and our own Com- 
Tight, living and dying ſee to it, that we live as 
WIR Death we are ſure we ſhall wiſh we had done. 
ces VIII. I believe that after Death there wil} 
forni a Jadgment, where I muff give an Account 


tall that I have done in the Body, and receive æ 
atence from which there is no Appeal, aud 
er zyhich there will be no Alteration. 


$ pu 


and 


* Cor Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt will be that Judge, and 
are l come in his Glory with Saints and Angels 


flaming Fire, To take Vengeance on them that | 
ow. not God, and obey not the Goſpel, We 
| may 4 


1 


WV 
as at! 
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may ſay of it, — the different Senter« 
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to be pronounced, O bleſſed, O doleful Day 
moſt doleful to ſome, the moſt bleſſed that eve 
came to others. 
Who can tell the Sorrows or the Joys of it? M 
ſhould be often thinking what Account we e 
give of what we have been doing in the Body, af 
of our Talents, Time, Means of Grace and Merci 
How ſhill we bear the Judge's Voice, and tt 
eternal Sentence which he ſhall pronounce ? Oh 
ſurely they are ſtupid ſenſeleſs Souls that forę o E 
that Day, and will not remember that the Lom +», 
is coming to judge the World in Righteouſneſs. a 
Let us then imitate holy Ferome, who though... 
waich Way ſoever he went he heard the Trumpaliſh.,: 
found, and the Voice of the Arch Angel callig e h 
Ariſe ye Dead and come to Fudgment, It we prepahuld 
not, we ſhall be ſpeechleſs and cut to the Heart, tW.. n 
hear Cariſt ſaying to us, Remember I did one D. 
ſend you Me of Peace, and you would 1 
hear it; I fteoped to beſeech you to return, and yi 
would not regard; I beſought you by the teni 
Mergies of my Father, by all the Love I had fhcu 
#1 my Sufferings of all Sorts, by the Riches of n 
Grace, by the Offers of my Glory; and I could n 
get thee to forſake the World, or to deny thy ſelf, | 
70 leave one beloved Sin, and waited on you man) 
Day and Year, and yet you would not conſider ; B 
noto it is too late : Depart from me, thou obff1ni 
#nexcuſabte Worker of Imguity into everlaſting Fil 
IX. 7 believe I ſhall be fixed in an eternal Sti 
of Happineſs or Miſety z That 1 ſhall be either 
Companion of Angels, and holy Souls, in adorit,. . 
fprufing and admiring God, or @ Companion MA 
Drvels and damned S$tirits in Torment and D 
Parr. Etergl! ; 


ens 629 1 
Day Mternity is a conſtant Coatinuance of Pet ſons 
eve Things in one and the ſame State and Con. 
jon for ever, without any Poffibility of change, 

M that it will be to all either a perpetual Day or 
e ght, which will not be meaſured by Hours nor 
» 08] be deminiſhed ; for when Ten Thovfands of 
cigars are gone, there will he not a Minute leſe, 
d ti we come to Heaven, there we ſhall become 
_Oblirs, and ſhall go forth no more. If we tall 
Oro Hell, there will be go Redemption thence; 

od the Smoke of our Torment ſhall aſcend for 
els Mr and ever. The poor Soul that 1s confined 
oupWre, will rack himſfelf with ſuch tormenting 
mpeßpooghts as theſe: In yonder World 1 might 
linge had Life, but would not; and now how {ain 
epapuld I have Death, but cannot? How quick 
It, re my Sins in the Execution, and how Jong is 
1 Dir Puniſhment in Duration? How thall I dwell 
4 th everlaſting Burning? On, that God would 
2d uchſafe me one Tryal more; but its too late: 
tend ve are but one Night under racking Pain, how l 
/OcuFWious doth it ſeem? How do we reckon the 2 
of n me, and wiſh for Day; How much more may : 
{1 ch Wretches wiſh in vain for Relief ? It we are 
If, | cere, we live; It we diſobey, we die ; Eternity 
22) Hat once the accompliſhed Perfection of the Hap - 
ef of the Saints, and the moſt remarkable Ac- 
/10gion to the Tormeats of the Damned ; yet 
Hin ternity is nothing with moſt in Compariſon with 
Saß imme. A Wretch that is condemned to die to 
bel Worrow cannot forget it; and yet poor Sinners 
lor "War are continually uncertain to I've an Hour, 
70" Wd certain {peedily to ſez the Majeſty of the 
| Dy ord, to their inconceivable Joy or Terror, as | 
tere as they now live on Earth, can forget thoſe * 

C Things 


2. 
Things for which a LA a Memory, 
which one would think ſhould drown the Mat 
of this World, 2s the Report of a Cannon do 
Whiſper, or as the San obſcures the pooreſt G 
Worm. O Wonderful Folly and Diſtracted 
ol the ungoniy, that ever Man can forget ety 
Joy, eternal Woe. the eternal God, and the Pl 
ot tnei eternal unchangzable Abode ? Whent 
ſtand even at the Door, and there is but this 
Veil of Fleih between them and that ame 
Sight toat eternal Gulph which they are read 
ſtep into. | 
X. 4 believe it ſhould be the great Care 
chief Buſineſs off my Life, to anſwer the End 
zwhich Twas made; to prepare for my Death wie 
#5 ſure, and may be near ; and for that ffrid thin 
part al final Fudgment, and for that awful eteſ tbis 
unc hangedble State that will follow ; and tha Jo 
7s ny Part, Duty, and Intereſt to live as they Wk 
truely believe what I here profeſs to do. 
It's reported of an ancient Fat her, that be 


invited to dine with a great Perſon, he obſer 9 
that the Lady ot the Houſe ſpent three Hou L 
dreſting herſe:f, When ſhe came to Dinner e. 
pecting nothing but Mirth, he fell a weepW-:2+ 
Being asked the Cauſe, he turned to her and el. 
I weep to ſee that you have been three Houn de, 


trimming your ſelf and indulging your Pride, 
{9 ruining your Soul; and yet I never ſpent 
may Hours together to fave my Soul ſince ! 
ben. So when we ſes Perſons unwearied in 
Ways of Sin, ſitting up whole Nights at t. 
IDyverfion, and indulging their Luſts, may not 
weep and ſay, theſe ſpend more Time, and t 
more Pains co go to Hell, than J ſpend in gd 


( 31 
od in wy Cloſet, 35 preparing for my 


ory, Dal State. Let us often be asking our ſelves 
Matt was I made for? Wherein has God been 
on dofWified by me? Whea did I do any Thing with 


Aim to pleaſe him? Doth not my Lite ſadly 
tradict my Prof-ſſion? What Manner of Perſon 


et etehld that Man be, in an holy Converſation and 
the Pdlinneſs, who truly telieving that all theſe 
hen (Wings ſhall be diſſolved, doth earneſtly lock for 
this ¶ Coming of Chriſt, and the bleſſed Conſequences 


t! O what a Liſe would that Man live, what 
yers, what Praiſes, what holy Diſcourſe would 
ploy his Tongue, with what Abhorrence would 
reject the Baits of Sin, who did but fee, but 
e ſee thoſe future Things which every Chriſtian 


a wma 
read) 


re 
End 


hies to believe. How ccutemptibly would 
rid think and ſpeak of the Pleaſures and Sufferings 


ete 
that 
hey 


this Lite, What ſerio::s Dettres ard Latours 
Joys, would ſncha Seht nrocure ? TI often 
nk wh:c an Atheiſt aalueted one that asked 
, How he ceull quict his Conſcience in /0 de- 


it brate an Efie“ Said he, { evonir be you 


ble quiet yours 74 /uch @ Lommeon Cerele/s Course 
lou Life, beliewire as you do. I, Thelieved ſuch 
ner ne, 25 you , { foul! think ud Care or 
veep /igerice, or Honour Wont! be endung. Let us 
and Mkiclore conſider tix Hod for which we weie 


oun de, and turn not thoſr Powers which God gave 
de, againſt him, which we have by our beptiſmal 
penn given to bit It we do, how fall ws 
:e I (ner touch treacherous Dealings? 

in Let us therefore reid thete Ten Heads over 
t id over again, that io they may ſink into our 
not Puls, Of, Sirs ! conſider again and agein as 1D ywi 
ud (Features whe:ner any deferve your Lone aus 
1 g0 | C 3 | Q2ced:euce 
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Obedience more than God, and your thank 
Remembrance more than Chriſt, and your C; 
and Diligence more than your Salvation, Is: 
happineſs more deſirable than Heaven? or » 
Miſery more than Hell? Will a few Days -flef 
Pleaſures pay the Loſs of your Soul? or M 
thy proſperous Wickedneſs be ſweet at Death, 

at the Day of judgment? As thou art a M. 
and as ever thou believeſt there is a God, an 
future World, and as thou careſt for thy 80 
whether it he ſaved or damned, I beſeech tif 
think of theſe Things at Jeaſt once a Day, int 
moiſt ſober ſerious Manner. Make not a Jeſt 
Salvation or Damnation: Teach thy Children 
Servants theſe Ten Heads, and impreſs them up 
their Minds daily as Matters of che greateſt [ 
portance, Thofe that are ignorant of, or ſo; 
theſe things, may be merrier ſor the preſent ; | 
where is their Mirth when .they Jye a-dying 
Alas! it's a poor Happineſs that conſiſts in 
Iguorance or Forgetfulneſs of approaching Miſe: 
i hey that are Lovers of Pleaſures, or any thi 
Elſe more than God, ſhould conſider what the 
can do for thera when God takes them away, 
gives them a Sting or a Curſe with them, and! 
rurns them into Gall or Worm. wood: Can th 
fupport th.s tottering Cottage? Can they ke: 
thy departing Soul in the Body, or ſave it ſro 
everlaſting Wrath? Will they prove eter 
Pleaſures ? Woe to them that have no better 
Portion, nor greater Comforts than theſe can yie 
in their dying Moments! Act then like a reaſo| 
able Creature; be not deceived, but ſee things 
their true Colours, as indeed they are; and | 
not carried away with falſe Appearances. 


Eſpectas)} 


Eſpecially, let the Poor, for whom this is chief 
ge ſigned, regard what is faid ; for how fad will 


it be to be miſerable in bath Worlds? Do you 
conſiger that it is the beſt Condition for you, 
which helpeth you beſt to Heaven; and God 
knoweth beſt what will do you good or hurt. 
It's Rebellion to gradge at the Will of God, 
which mu diſpoſe of us, and ſhould be our Reſt. 
Look over the Life of Chriſt, who choſe a Life of 
Poverty ſor our Sakes, and had not whereto lay 
his Head; he Was not of the Rich and Voloptucus 
in the World; and are ye grieved to be conformed 
to him? Look to all his Apoſtles, holy Martyrs, 
and Servants z were not they as great Sufferers as 
you ! Conſider the Rich will ſhortly 
as you ; naked they came into the World, and 


naked they muſt gu out; and a little Time makes | 


but little Differtace. It's no more Comfort to 
die Rich then Poor, but uſually, much leſs; be- 
cauſe, the more pleaſant the World is to them, 
the more it grieves them to leave it. All Men 
cry out that the World is Vanity at laſt, How 
little is it valued by a dying Man ? And how 
ſadiy wil! it caſt him off? The time is very 
uncertain in which we muſt enjoy it; and we have 
but a tew Days more to walk about in, sad we 
are gone. Alas! of bow ſmall Concernment is 
it, whether a Man be rich or poor, that is ready 
to ſtep into another World? The Love of this 
World drawing the Heart from God, is the 
common Cauſe of Man's Damnation: And is not 
the World more like to be over-valued when it 
entertains you as a Friend with Proſperity, than 
when it uſeth you as zn Enemy? Are you diſ- 
pleaſed that God thug belpeth to ſave you ſrom 
the 


be as Poor 


: 
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the moſt damning Sin? And that he makes nat 
your Way more dangerous? You little know 
= the Troubles of the Rich ; He that hath much, 
bath much to do with it and much fo care or, 
W and many Perſons to deal with and more Vexa. 
tions than you imagine, It is but the Fleſh that 
| ſuffers; and it furthers your Mortification of it, 
You pray but for four daily Bread. nd therefore 
ſhould be contented with jt, ——- Is not God, 
and Chriſt, and Heaven enough for you ? Should 
that Man be diſconcented that muſt live in Heaver? 
Is it not your Luft, rather than your well retor- 
med Reaſon that repinerth ? The greater your 
Corporal Wants are, the more ſenſible you ſhould 
be of your Spiritual Wants, «nd more earveſt for 
= ſpiritual Bleflings : It an Hungry, Cold and 
Naked Body be ſo great a C:l+mity, how much 
ger is a guilty, graceleſs Soul, a dead or di- 
eaſed Heart ? It bodily Food or Neceflaries are 
ſo deſirable, O how defirable is Chriſt and his 
Spirit, the Love of God, and Liſe eternal? 
N them to be fo, and accordingly ſeek after 
them. 


A 


A Serious Exortation to improve 


TIME. 


Value Time before it's gone! Uſe it be⸗ 

fore its taken from you; diſpateh the Work 

that you were made for; repent, and turn 
to God unfeignedly ; prepare for Death without 
delay; time will not ſtay z nor will it ever be 
recovered, Were it not leſt I ſhonld write a 
T:eatiſe inſtead of a Preface, I would eſpecially 
preſs this on all the following ſorts of People x 

t. Thoſe that are young, who have yet the 
Power of their Time to uſe, that they caſt it not 
away on childiſh Vanity or Luſts. 

2. Thoſe that have loſt much Time already, 
that they ſhew the Sincerity of their Repentance 
by redeeming the reſt, and loſing no more, © 

3. Thoſe that are yet ignorant, ungodly, and 
unprepared for Death and che World to come: 
Oh ! what need have they to make haſte, and 


quickly get into a ſafer State, beſote their Time 
be at an end, 


4. Thoſe that in Sickneſs reſolved and promiſed 
if God would recover them, to redeem their time, 
5, The weak and aged, whom Nature and 


| Sickneſs do call upon to make haſle, 


6. The Poor and Servants, whoſe Opportunities 
for ſpiritual Means are ſcant, and therefore have 
need to take them when they may, eſpecially on 
the Lord's- Day. 7. Thoſe 


wc 6 

| 7. Thoſe that live (36.7 excellent Helps and Ml c:01 
= Advantages for their Souls; which, if they Nit 
neglect, they may never have again. Ano, hay 
8. Thoſe that by Office or Power have ſp:cial you 
Opportunities to do good. ilſt t 
| All theſe have a double Obligation to redeem Paning 

their Time. tha 


I ſhall oaly add this one Requeſt to ſportful con 
Youth, to ſenſual Brutes, to the idle Sort of Mt all 
Geatry, to impenitent Loiterers,- to Gameſters, MW man 
= and to all that have Time to ſpare, That they t in 
will ſoberly uſe their Reaſon in the Anſwer of Pair 
5 theſe following Queſtions, before they proceed to kno 
waſte the little Time that is remaining, as vainly WM Flo 
as they have done the reft.. And I earneſtly be-. uſt. 
leech them, and require them, as in the ſight and Npellin, 
hearing of ve Jodge, that they deny me not ſo HDuſt 
friendly and reaſonable a Suit. v to 
Reef. 1. Dou you conſider well the Shortneſ MY eafi: 
and ace of your Time ? You came bEutWMctenn' 
Lately into the World, and it is but a very litter? d 
Time till you muſt leave it. The Glafs is turned hay 
upon you, and it is inceffantly running. A certain, ſo 
Number of Motions your Pulſe mutt beat, and vain 
beyoad that Number it ſhall not be permitted t. 


flelke anotner Stroke. Whatever you are thinking ſh hay 
or ſaying, or doing, you are potting on to you!tant 
final State; and O, how quickly will you be there!Mieve 
Suppoſe you had feventy Veais to live, how ſoot eve 
will they be gone ; but you are not ſure of anothe Hing I 
Hour, Look back on all your Time that is pailWvard 
and tell whether it made not haſte ? And th fent 
which is to come will be as haſty. Will not ths, tc 
tolling of the Bell inſtruct you? Will not Grav:gWour 
and Bones and Duſt infttuct you? White mch cn 


al 
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crowding into ESE. Warts will Conſcience 
mit you to be idle? Doth it not tell you what, 
have to do, and call upon you to diſpatch i: ? 
you play away your Time, and idle it away 
ilſt the Bell is tolling, whilſt the Sick are 
Paning whilſt every Breath and Pulſe is telling 
that you are haſtening co your End? Do 
conſider what a wonder of Providence it is 
t all your Humours, Parts, and Organs, that = 
many Arterſes. Nerves, and Veins fhould be 
dt in order one Year to an end? If you have 
Pains or Sickneſs to admoniſh yon, do yon 
known what a frail thing is Fleſh ? Which as bl 
1'y WW Flower fadeth, doth haſten to Corruption ang 8 
de- uſt. How ſhort is your abode in your preſent 
nd Welling like to be, in compariſon of your abode 
ſoDaſt and Darkneſs ? And can you ſpare Time 
„to Waſte ſo many Hours in the adorn:ng, 
eſt eaſing, and the pampering of ſach a Lump of 
buttenneſs, and forget the Part that lives for 
ttlehr? Muſt you ſtay on Earth fo ſhort a "Time, 
ned have you any of this little Time to ſpare? - © 
„ fo much as you daily waſte in Idleneſs, Play, 
vain Curioſity. TTY 
weft. 2. Do you ſoberly conſider what Work 
have for all your Time? and on how im- 


routſtant a Buſineſs you came into the World? _, 

ieve it, O Man and Woman! it is to do all 
ever muſt be done to prepare for an ever- 
ing Life, endleſs Joy or Miſery is the certain 
pai Wvard and Conſequence of your ſpending of your 
chalWſent Time. Ob! that God would open your 
t this, to ſze:how much you have to do, in order 
rave our eternal End: Yau have ignorant Minds 

ch muſt be inſtructed; and Knowledge is not =! 

;D eafily xe 


ä nenn, 
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eaſily and quickly 28.5 * Miniſters of Ch 
can tell you, that they, with many. Vears Lab 
can ſcarce bring one half of a Pariſh to underſti 

the very Principles of the Chriſtian Relig 
You have Souls depraved by Sin, turned from G. 
and enſlaved to the World and Fleſh; and th 
muſt be renewed and regenerated ; You muſt h; 
a new and holy Nature, that you may have an 
and holy Life. How many falſe Opinions h 
you to be -untavght ? Ho many weighty-Lef 
to learn? How many powerful Corruptions to 
mortified? How many Temptations to be 0 
come: How many Graces to be obtained, 
then to be exerciſed and ſtrengthened, and 
ſerved ? Is it eaſy to get a ſolid Faith, a ten 
Heart, a faithful Conſcience, a feryent Defire x 
Love to God, a quieting Confidence and Tu 
a wel guided. Zeal and preſerving Fear, an at 


late Reſignation, Self-denial and ObedienceWciou 
: Hatred ot all Sin, a Love to Holineſs, a Fit © », 
and Ability for every Duty, a Love to our\Merla 


ighbour as our ſelves, a true Love to our Enen 

a Contentedneſs with our Condition, a Readin 
and joytul Willingneſs -to die, a Certainty of 
Pardon of all our Sins, and our Title to eter 
Happineſs ; a Longing after the coming of Chi 

a 'pubil:k Spirit wholly devoted to the comu 
Good ? Is it nothing to do all that which 
have to do in Meditation, in Self-Examinat! 
in Prayer, in educating Children, in teaching 
governing your Families, in all Duties of 5 
' other Relations, to Superiors, to Inferiors, 
Equals. to Neighbours, to Enemies, to All? 
it nothiug to order and govern your Hen 
your Thoughts, your Paſſions, your D 
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s ! have you all this to do, and yet can you 
ye while to ſlug, aud game, and play, and fool 
ay your Time ? If a poor Man bad but 68% 
ace in his Purſe to buy Bread for bimſelt and 
mily, and would give a Groat of it to ſee a 
bppet Play, and then diſpute that Puppet Yl-ys 
& lawfui; bow would you judge oft his 


uſt he der ſtanding, and his Practices? Ob, how much 
e a qyrſe is it in you, as the Caſe is more weighty, 
Ns Men you have but a little uncertain Tinte to 
Leh ſo much, ſo great ſo neceflary Workin, to 
ns tolave it almoſt all undone, and throw away that 

be imme on Cards and Plays, and Seaſnality and 
ed, leneſe ? I ſay Time is a moſt precious Thing, 
nd pore p:ecious than Gold, or J<wels,- or fine 7 
- tenWoaths ; and he is incomparably more fooliſh 
fire; 


at throws away his Time, than he that throws 
ay his Gold, or trampleth his Cloaths or Orna- 
ents in the Dirt, This, this is the fooliſh per. 
cious Prodigality. | | ba 
D2neft. 3. Have you deeply conſidered that 
our Nerlaſting Condition, which all your Time is given 
du to prepare for? Doth it not awaken and a- 
aze thy Soul to think what it is to be for ever, 
ſay, for ever in Joy. or Mifery, in Heaven or 
ell? One of theſe will certainly and ſhortly be 


Chi Portion, whatever Unbelief may ſay againſt it. 
oma, what Heart hath that ſtupify'd Sinner, that 
ch Wo idle away that Time which is allotted him 


prepare for his everlaſting State? That knoweth 


ing e ſhall have but this haſty Liſe, to win, or loſe 
f ern] Glory in, and can play it away as if he 
ny ad nothing to do with it, and Heaven or Hell 


ere indifferent to him, or were but infign'ficant 


ords, 
| D 3 Def. 
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Drneff. 4. What maketh you ſo loath to have 
if Time be of no more Worth than to caſt to caſt 
 unprofitably? The Worth of Time is for r Wome 
Work that is to be done in Time. Toa M:nWvanity 
a Palſy, an Apoplexy, a Madneſs, that cannot maMloſt tt 
uſe of it, it gs little worth, If you were ſid 
and like to die this Night, would you not pj 
that you might live a little longer? I beſee 
you cheat not your Souls by wilful Self-deceit 


ell* me, or tell your Conſciences, how wouWrenew 
you form ſuch a Prayer to God for your RecoveW{port 
fally 


if you were now fick ? Would not you ſay, | ap 
Give me a little more time to play at Cards in 
let me have a few more Masks and Plays; 
me have a little tine more to pleaſe my Fli 
_ 7 dlene/s and Feaftings, and the Pleaſures | 
NM orldineſs and Pride? Did you ever find ſud 
1 a Prayer in any Prayer Book? Would you ng 
rather ſay, Lord vouchſaſe me a little more tit 

70 repent of all my Loſs of Time, and to mal 
my Calling and Plection ſure ? And will 50 
poet live ſo contrary to your Prayers, to Conſeienct 
and to Reaſon it ſelf ? | 3 
Prep. 5. Is the Work that you were made for 
bitherto well done? Are you regenerate and r 

" + newed to the heavenly Nature? Are you ſtron 
and. eſtabliſhed in Grace? Have you made ſu 

. of: Pardon and Salvation? Are your Hearts chat 
Heaven, and is your daily Converſation there Hand 
And are you ready with well grounded HopWand 
and Peace to welcome Death, and appear in Judy 
ment? It all this were done, you had yet no E 
cuſe for idling away one Day or Hour, becauſ 

= there is more work to do, as long as you ban 
= Tims to do it. (And if this was dane you wood 
4 aue 
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to di have that within you beck would not ſuffer you 
t an to caſt away your Time.) But for thoſe Men and 
or Women to be paſſing away Time in floath and 
Man vanity, wbo are utterly bebind-hand, and have . 
t mii loſt the moſt of their Lives already, and are yet 
e ſicWunregenerate, and Strangers to a new and heavenly 
t paf©WLife, being unpardoned, and in the Power and 
eſceW Guilt of Sin, and unready to die, and ſhall certain- 
ecciWly be for ever loſt if they die before that Grace 
wou renew them; I ſay again, for ſuch as thoſe to be 
covſWſporting.away their Time in a Practice which 
ay fully juſtifieth the holy Scriptures, when they call 
5 1nfſuch Perſons Fools, and ſuch as have no Under- 
3 Mſtanding, unleſs it be to do Evil, and ſucceſsfully . 
Fl: deſtroy themſelves, | 
es QA ef. 6. Do you think if you neglect and 
ſueſlooſe your Time, that ever you ſhall come again 
u ng into this World to ſpend it better? If you idle 
 1inSaway this Life will God, ever give you another 
muWhere ? If you do not your Work well, ſhall you 
| yoſever come again to mend it? Oh ! no no, Sirs! 
there is noc hope of this; act this Part well, for 
as you do it you muſt ſpend for ever: There is 
no coming back to correct your Errors; and yet 
have you Time to ſpare on Vanity ? "ee BY 
Ore. 7. Do you mark what dying Men fay of 
Time, and how they value it, unleſs they be Blocks 
that are paſt feeling? How ordinarily do Good 


and cry out, O rbat it were to [pend again Then 
they are promiſing, CH if it zwere to do quin, 
we ſhould ſpend that Time in heavenly Lives and 
ita Obedience, which we ſpent in Ileneſs and 
Meru, ſenſuul Delights : 

Then they cry, 


and Bad then wiſh they had fpent Time better, 


Fool eil be zoiſe too late, Mat. xzv. 3. 4.1, you 
Bechink you What their Experience teacheth them, 


done. 


Account of your Time? And that you muſtlook 


** ſpend ? It you do, what Account will then be 


FaaJj- ” 4. 


O that God would renew our Time, and once 


more try how we ſhould ſpend it ! Alas Sirs | WM hadon 
= Why thouly wiſe Men ſo moch differ in Health WM no juf 
and Sickneſs ? Why ſhould that Time be vilifed then 

now, which will ſeem ſo precious then? which 

© uf. 8. How think you the miſerable Souls fl rever 

Þ in Hell would value Time, if they were again MW ig hip 
ſent hither, and tried with jt again on the Term: your \ 
= that we are? Would they feaſt it away, and play be is 
it away as you do now? and then ſay, Are mt again, 
Plays and Cards, and Feaftings luceful? Every 9% 


and let warning make you wiſe more ſeaſonabl)j, 
and at a'cheaper Rate. 


Left. g. Do you believe that you muſt give an 


back from Eternity on the Time which you now 


moſt comfortable to. you? Had you not rather 
then find upon your Accounts, that all your 
Hours have been ſpent to be beſt Advantage of <£ 


pour Souls, than that abundance of them have been the 
.caſt away on fruitleſs Toys? Will you have moe Ga 
Comſort then in the Hours which you ſpent ia ent 
Heart ſearching and Heart re{orming, and learn: Ple 
ing and practiſing the Word of God, or in thoſe all 
which you fpent in needleſs Sports, Cunoſity ot all 
Idleneſs ? Do now as you would defire you bad £ 
5 ; 

De. 10. How do you now wiſh you bad wi 


ſpent the Time which is already paſt? Had you 1 
not father that it had been ſpent in fruitful Hol- G 


neſs and good Works, than in Idleuels and fleſhiy be 
- Pleaſures? If not, you have not ſo much as 4 W 
0 | V 
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vation, and leſs buſy in doing nothing than you 


", 1 6 
Shadow” of Wenn hg therefore, can have 
no juſt Conceit that you are forgiven : If yea, 
then why will you do that for the Time to come, 
which you'll, wiſh for the Time to come you had 
never done, and thereby ſhew that your Repentance - 


is hiprocritical, and will act prove the Pardon of 


your Sin.: For as far as any Man truly repenteth, 
he is reſolved not to do the like if it were to do 


again, under the ſame "Temptations, - 


Que. tr. Do you know who attends you while 
you are loitering away your Time? I have elſe- 
where told you, that the Patience and Mercy of 
God is waiting on you; that Chriſt js offering you 
bis Grace, and the holy Spirit moving you to a 
wiſer, a better Courſe ; the Sun and Moon, and 
all the Creatures here on Earth, are offering you 
their” Service, beſides Miniſters, and all other 


Helpers of your Salvation. And muſt all theſe 


wait upon you while you ſerve the Fleſh and 
vilify your Time, and live as for nothing? 
 Sneft. 12. Do you conſider what you loſe in 
the Loſs of Time? That Time which you are 
Gaming or Idling away, you might have ſpent in 
entertaining Grace, in heavenly Converſe; in hol 
Pleaſures, in making your Salvation ſure. + And 
all this you looſe in your Lofs of Time; which 
all your Sports will never compenſate. - 
Jef. 13. Is the Devil idle while you are idle? 
Night and Day he is ſeeking to devour you: And | 
will you, like the filly Bird, fit chirpiog and ſing- 
ing in your wanton Pleaſures, - while the Devil's 
Gun is ready fo give fire at you ? If you faw but 
how. buſy he is about you, and for what. you 
would be buſier your ſelves for your own Preſer- 


Are, 


ALE AG Ne Rh 
©xeft. 14. Do you really take Chriſt and hi 
the ſpending of your Time? If you do not, why 
do you uſurp the Name of Chriſtian? Ts he a 
EE Chriſtian, who would not live like a Chriſtian ? 

or that taketh not Chriſt for his Maſter or Ex. 


us how much Time Chriſt or any of his Apoſtles 

did ſpend at Cards, or Dice, or Stage plays? 
How much in Curioſity, about Dreſſing or ſuper- 
=” fluous Ornaments, and about unneceffary Pomp 
and Courtſhip ? how much in Slugiſheſs, Idleneſs 
and vain Diſcourſe? Or how much in furniſhing 
their Bodies with Attendants, their Habitations 

with Splendor and vain Glory? Did they waſte 
ſo much of the Day in Nothings and Need not; 
as our ſloathful ſenſual Gentry do ? Or did they 
not rather ſpend their Time in holy Living and 
feryent Praying, and in doing all they coyld for 
the Souls and Bodies of all about them and in the 


After this Copy rather than that which is ſet by 
= the ſenſual Fools of the World, if you make an 
Account of God's Acceptance. Do as the Saints 
did, if you would ſpeed as they; or elſe, for 
ſhame, never honour their Names and Memorizls 
to your own Condemnation. If you will ſpend 
pour Time as the Fleſh and the World teach you, 
5 father than as Chriſt taught you, you muſt look 
fror your Payment from the Fleſh and the World, 
And why then in your Baptiſm did you renounce 
them, and yow to follow Chriſt? Be not deceived 
SGod is not mocked ; for whatſoever a Man ſoccet h 

- that ſpall he alſo reap For he that ſoweth to the 


- "that 


Apoſtles and Saints to be the fitteſt Pattern for 


ample ? But if you ſay Yea, I pray you then tell 


Labours of a lawful bodily Employment? Write 


Fleſh ſpall reap of the Fleſh, Corruption; but. be 


ap Life everlafting, Gal. vi, 7, 8. Bethink 


7 | * | 
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bat /ozyeth to the Spirit, ſhall of the Spirit 
ou what the Reaſon was that the antient Fathers 
nd Churches ſo much condemned the going to 


he Spectacles of Theatres ; and why the Canons 
ade it ſuch a Crime for a Miniſter to play at Dice. 


[Read Dr. 7. NReignols, his Cloud of Witneſſes 


f all ſorts againſt Stzge-Plays. ) 
The Lord proſper our Preparatian for our 
great approaching Change. To leave this World 


for ever, and enter upon an endleſs Life, where 


e ſhall ſpeed according to the Preparations of 
his little Inch of Time, doth certainly beſpeak 
the moſt ſerious Thoughts, the wiſeſt and ſpeedieſt 
Care and Diligence, the moſt patient Suffering, the 
moſt unwearied Labour, the moſt trugal Uſe of out 
Time, the moſt reſolute Reſiſtance to all 'Tempta-' 
tions; and to the Faithful the moſt joy ful 

Hopes. | | pet I 
Reader, / thou think this Countil or Repre- 
benfion tod preciſe or fri, grant me but this 
reaſo able Requeſt, and I have my End: Live in 
the World but with a-Soul that is awake, that 
ſoberly confidereth what hafte Time maketh, and 
Boer / quickly thy Claſs will be run out, hoe fas 
Death is coming, and ſoon it will be with thee, 
What a Work it's to get à carnat unprepared . 
Soul to be renezved and made holy, and fitted for 
another World? What a terrible Thing it zwill 
be to lie on a Death Bed with u guilty Conſcience 
anrendy to die, and utterly uncertain whither thou 
mf next goe, and where thou muft abide for erer. 
Fore/ee but zwhat Uſe of thy preſent Time will 
be moff plenfing or diſpleaſing to thy Thong bt. 
at. laft, ond ſpend it * bat as thou wilt — 
| Hou 


: 
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thou Hauff 2 it; and value it but as tf i 
valued by all when it is gone Uſe it but a 
true Reaſon telleth thee will make moſt to tif ag 
endleſs Happineſs, and as is moſt agreeable to t 
Ends of thy Creation and Redemption, and a 
be/eemeth that Man who ſoberly thin en whe C 
 #t 1s to be in Heaven or Hell for ever, and t. 
Sade no more but this preſent ſhort uncertain Liſe 
to decide that Queftios; (which muſt ſhortly he 
thy Lot) and to make all the Preparation that ; 
ever muſt be. made for amendleſs Life J ga, rac 
do but thus lay out thy Time, as Rea/on ſhall 
command a reaſonable Creature, and I deſire Ti 
more. I have warned thee in the Words f no 
Truth and Faithfulne/s. The Lord give thee Ct 
Heart to tate this Warning. = elfa 
* i : \ dmc 
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Practical Catechiſm for Families. 
| T is certainly the Duty of Parents, to provide, 
not only for the Temporal Good of their 
Children, but more eſpecially for their Eternal 
elfare, by bringing them up in the Nurture and 
\ dmonition of the Lord: So likewiſe ase Matters 
nd Miſtreſſes bound to teach their Servants, and 
Ao command them to keep the Way of the Lord, 
he doing of this being one principal Part of 
proving unto them that which is ju and equal. 
Reaſon requireth this of Parents and Maſters ; 
he neceſſities of their Children and Servants loudly 
all for it: God, in his Word, exprefly com- 
mandeth it, and will take an Account how it hath 
been performed. A dreadful Account will they 
have to give, who ſhall be found to have ſuffered 
gnorance and Vice upon their Families, and to 
ave been the Betrayers and Murderers of their 
ouls. That they may avoid ſo heavy a Doom, 
and able at laſt to give up their Account with 
joy, let me adviſe and council, let me pray 
and beſeech the Heads of Families to take Care 
that all under their Charge do learn and conſider 
the following Particulzrs. 


WE +5 Queſt, 
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| C43) | 
HAT are the five-Principals uſef 8. 1 
and neceflary to be tearaed-? 9. E 
Anfw. 1. That God who is the firſt and beſſi vbatſo 


ougght to be ſerved with the firſt and beſt. Ia“. 


2. That the Things of the Pody and Ting 10. 
are not to be compared with the Things of t 
Soul and Eternity. 


3. That is well which ends everlaſtingly wall ©» 
and that ill which ends everlaſtingly ill. God 
4. That the Soul is the Man: That is bl 47 
4 * is beſt for the Soul; it the Soul is loſt, i (R 
is loſt. * 
5. That the Comfort of Man's Liſe doth nu I 
conſiſt in the Abundauce of the Things which if ind 
poſſeſſeth. "Ws It 
Repeat the Ten Paſſages of Scripture; whilh i 1 
 expre/s the Sum of prattical Religion. Teac 
. I am God all ſufficient, Gen. xvii. 1. TW 1 
O Verſion. | my 
23. Vanity of Vanities, ſays the Preacher, Vaniſh 1 
of Vanities, all is Vanity, Eccle/. i. 2. all ( 
3. We are by Nature Children of Wrath, evi I 
ag others, Eph. 11.  %. [ | my 
4. Except a Man be born again he cannot i do 
the Kingdom of God, John, iii. 3. De: 
5. This is a faithful Saying, and worthy of i fre: 
Acceptance, That Jeſus Chriſt came into t [ 
World to ſave Sinners, whereof I am chief, M acc 
Tim. ii. Ig. to] 
6. What is a Maa profited, if he ſhould gi Sin 


the whole World and loſe his Soul? Or what ſh: 
$ OP give in exchange for his Soul? Mat. wi 


| q Them that honour me I will honour, FF int 
they that diſpiſe me ſhall be lightly eſteemeſ P, 
Sam. 11. 30. | S. 


$ uſef 9. If I be wicked, woe unto me, Fob 10. 15. 


id beliff whatſoever a Man toweth, that ſhall he reap, 
a/. vii. 6. | 
Tin 10. Theſe ſhall go away into everlaſting Puniſh- 
ol ii ment, and the Righteous into Life eternal. Matr. 
25. 46. 
y Wel lei. 2. Was nat you devoted ſolemnly to 
a God in your Boptiſm? 
is bY Aub. Yes, I was. 
olt, i (Repeat then the Sum of your Baptiſmal Vow 
and Covenant.) + 
thai I take God the Father for my chiefeſt Good 
ich and bigheſt End. — | 
I take God the Son for my Prince and Saviour, 
I tzze God the Holy Ghoſt for my Sanctifier, 
Teacher, Guide and Comforter. 2 
I take the Word of God to be my Rule in all 
my Actions. | | | 
I take the People of God to be my People in 
all Conditions. "We 7 
I do likewiſe devote and dedicate to the Lord 
my whole ſelf, all I am, all I have, and all I can 
do; renouncing the World, the Fleſh' and the 
Devil : And this I do deliberately, fincerely, 
freely, and for ever. | | | 
Def. 3. Do not you know your ſelf obliged, 
according to your Baptiſmal Vow and Covenant, 
- 12 all known Duty, and forbear all known 
in | 
Anſey. Yes, I do think my felf. obliged, 
Quest. 4. Will you then be wicked? 
Anſw. No, for the wicked ſhall be turned 
into Hell, and all the Naticns that forget God, 


P/al, ix. IJ. 
+; | ef. 3. 


9. Be not deceived, God is not mocked, for , | 


„ 
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4e. . Will you be a Hypocrite? 1 
Ii No, 2 the Hypocrite's Hope ſhall 45 
eriſh, Job viii. 13. out 
D©ref. 6. Will you eſteem Riches above Grace? 
Anſw. No, for Wiſdom is better than Rubies 0 
and her Fruit than Gold. | Auel 
Que. 7. Will you be irreverent in God'; 7 55 
Worlſhip ? ET 


yourne! 


Anſw No, for God will be ſanRified in them 256 
that come nigh him, and before all the People he nake 1 
will be glorified, Lev. x, 13, | Anſ: 

Que. 8. Will you be a Sabbath Breaker?B- +; 


| Anſio. No, for the Sabbath Breaker was ſtoned ef 
to Death by God's Command, Nam. xv. 35, MX f. 
>: 2zef. g. Will you ſleep in Church? Anſ 
Anse. No, for Eutyous being aſleep hen St. 
Paul was preaching, fell down and» was take up 
Dead, A, xx. 9. ä 
Qn. 10. Will you be undutitul to your 
Parents or Governors? 
Anſes. No, for of fuch it is ſaid, the Raverg 
of the Valley ſhall pick out their Eyes, and the 
young Eagles ſhall eat them, Prov. xxx. 7. 
ret. tr. Will you Cozen or Cheat? 
An/zw, No, for he that getteth Riches and not 
by Right, ſhall leave them in the midſt of bis 
Days, and at bis End ſhall be a Fool. Fer. #zvii. II. 


* = 4 
W_ 
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Left. 14. Will you be a Swearex ? | 
A At. 


; . 2reff. 12. Will you be a Lyar ? Pecic 
|} Anſ:y. No, for the Lyar ſhall have his Part in Mell 
the 8 N e with Fire and Brim: Id 
ſtone. Rev. xxi. 8. | | 
F Que. 13. Will you bea Drunkard ? le 
1 Anſib. No, for the Drunkard ſhall not entet Wrepa 
| . Into the Kingdom of God, 1 Cor. 6. 10. dear 
J 


=. e 
An/w. No, for KP. of Swearing the Land 
yourneth, Ferem. Xiil. IO, | 
9veff. 15. Will you be Proud? 

Anſw. No, for God reſiſteth the Proud, and 
iveth Grace unto the Humble, am. iv. G. 
9nef. 16. Will you ſpeak vain and idle Words? 
Anjſw. No, for we mutt give an Account of 
em at the Day of Judgment, Mat. xxi. 16. 
Def. 17. What are the likelieſt Means to 
nake you keep your baptiſmal Covenant? 
Anſw. Serious Conſideration, and cloſe Self. 
LXamMination, ; | 
ef. 18. What ought you to take under the 
oſt ſerious Conſideration every Day? | 
n 86 Anſio. That I have a God to ſerve, a Soul to 

Poe, an Heaven to obtain, and an Hell to eſcape. 

ef. \ What is God, your Soul, Heaven 

nd Hell! 

Anſw. God is an All- perfect Being: My Soul 
a thinking Being, made after God's Image, 
piritual and Immortal: Heaven is a Place of 
rfect Happineſs, in the Enjoyment of God for 
er: And Hell is a Place of perfect Miſery in 

Seperation from God for ever. 2 
9ueft. 20. What Motives have you to quicken 
ou in your Preparation for Eternity? 5 
Anſww. Our Lives are ſhort, our Souls are 
recious, our Work is great, Time makes haſtes 
dell is terrible, Heaven as glorious, God is juſt, 
10” Wd all that ever muſt be done for our Souls muſt 
> done now, or never; Oh! precious Time, how 
artol am I left thou wilt be gone before I am 
epared for Death and Judgment : Oh! what 
learts have they that can ſee Time paſſing, 
Weath coming, God preſent, Judgment and E- 
| | teraity 


oP 


uncertain to Live an Hour, and certain ſpeedily 


* 
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ternity at Hand, yet ene heir Time in Foolerigf 
and Idleneſs ? Woe unto them that caſt away foffff 
ſhort and precious a Time, which is all that eve 
they ſhall have to prepare for their eyerlaſtingf 
State. | "- 
Forgetting Death and Hell will not prevent it, 
Nor loſe thy Day, thou'll then too late repent it 
Dueff. 21. Should you not be ſerious and ir 
od earneſt in your Preparations for Eternity 
Anſw. Ves. 
Oh ! the amazing Stupidity of poor Sinners: 
A Wretch that is condemned to die To morrouf 
-eannont forget it; and poor Mortals, that are 


to ſee the Lord to their inconceivable. Joy or 
Sorrow, can. forget thoſe Things for which the 
have their Memories: Oh! wonderful Stupidit 
of an unrenewed Soul: Oh! wonderful Folly an 
Diſtractedneſs of the Ungodly ; that ever Mz 
can forget, I ſay again, that ever Men can forge 

eternal Joy, eternal Woe, the eternal God, 1 
the Place of theig unchangeable Abodes, whiff 


| bec 


they ſtand even at the Door, and there is but thi juld it 

thin Veil of Fleſh between them and that amazingſ® wh 

Sight, and eternal Gulph, and they are dai! S 

dying and ſtepping into it. | Courſ 

Queſt. 22. What ſerious awaking Queſtion 0. or 
ur 


ought you frequently to put to your Souls ? 

Anſeww, Theſe which follow: 

1. What State is the fiafull Soul in? Moſt cert! 
ialy in a State of Death and Wrath: And which 
T continue in this State, my guilty Soul hangs on 
Hell Forments by nothing but the ſmall Thie 
of Lile, like a Ma 1 that by a flender Thread haig 
over a fiery Furnace. And is this, my Soul,“ 
State to be coptented in ? 2. W 


„What conditio 8 — Soul in ? Ts it 
ſerted, or is it not? Can I tell the Time 
u, and the Manner how it was done? Or if 
can I ſay truly the Thing is done? That 
reas I was Blind now I fee, do not I know that 
It, ooo! be ſaved, unleſs I am a new Creature ? 
, „ What if I lofe my Soul, what fair Work 
d make of i: then? And, alas! I may eaſily 
ity it; I muſt ſtrive hard co ſave it. If Swarms 

Wins, Devils and Temptations can keep me out 
ner; Heaven, I muſt never come there: And it I 
& i: once, I loſe it for ever; other Loſſes 


leriez 
ay. lo 
Eve 


iſting 


rroy a 

e aui be repaired, but this cannot. 

edu What do I do for my Soul ? Have I an 
; offimortal Soul, and can I be unconcerned what 


| become of it for ever? Can I trifle away 

id Time, and beſtow my Pains about it as it it 

/ an worth nothing? God tor>1d ; Ariſe, Oh! 

Ma fleepy Soul, beſtir thy fel! ; call upon thy 
dd, that thou Periſh not. | — 


[he 


* What if God ſhould require my Soul this 
belebt? How would it find me, and whither 
told it bring me? Am I fit to dye? And if 


what would become of me? I charge thee, 
my Soul, that thou doſt not dare to live in ſuch 
Courſe as thou doſt not dare to dye in. 

6. What a happy Caſe was I iu, if I had bat | 
ared my Soul? How ſweetly might I then 

e? I might then eat my Bread with a merry 
11 Meart ; I might look Dangers and Devils, and 
hileath at laſt in the Face, without Fear or Terror. 
Ne. 23. What 8 ought you to ask 
les ar ſelves in your daily Self Examination? 
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ufer. Theſe that follow. 
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1. Did not God find me in my Bed, why | 
looked for me on my Knees ? 


2. Did I not neglect Prayer or reading G ' 
Word. or have I nor done it careleily ? 


e MY 

eff. 
| 5 is ge 
6. Have I made Conſcience of entertaining | 
Thoughts; have I not given way to Pride I And 


. Paſſion ? od t 

* 7. Have I bridled my Tongue ; have I ſpic:.nc 

Evil of no Man? „ ect 
8. Hath the Law of the Lord been in = 


Mouth ; have I in Company ſpoken of God unte 


Reverence ? 
0. Did I eat and drink to the Glory of G0 
or did I not mock God. in craving a Bleflis 
or did I not altogether omit it ? ſnſw 
10. Have I been diligent in the Duties of abo 
Calling ? * ons Port 
I. Have I defrauded no Man, nor drop ure 
Lye in my Shop or Trade; nor rafhly made inan. 
broke my Promiſe ? zlor) 
12. Was God in my Thoughts firſt in MI. If 
—_— and _— at Night ? | n at 
13. Havel fet my Ends rightly every Day 
pleaſe God? : b. 1 . 
14. Wherein have I ſinned againſt any of thei ſpel 
Rules ? If 
Thus we fhould carefully examine our Behar: 
our; and where we have been faulty, ſhou 


renew our Repentance, and double our Watch. 
1 2veft, 20 


. | 

Sf. 24. How may you know your ſpiritual 
> is bad? | | | 
vow, If I live a vain and careleſs Life, loving 

orld more than God, minding the Things 
he Fleſh more than the Things of the Spirit, 
ing my ſelf in any known Sin, I have 
ſon to conclude, that what ever Profeſſion I 
e my ſpiritual State is bad, | 
duet. 25. How may you know your ſpiritual 
ine i good ? 6 
> /e. If I be heartily concerned about my 
and Eternity, if I carefully ſeek the favour 
od thro' Chriſt, if I ſtrive againſt Sin, make 
ſcience of my Words and Ways, and ave a 
pet to all God's Commandments, I have 
Jon to hope, that notwithſtanding my daily 
[mities, my Spiritual State is good. | 
; 


[Or more large #hus.] 


ſn/w, 1. If I am turned from Sin to love 
above all, and accordingly chooſe him for 
Portion and Happineſs; if I have the greateſt 
aſure in drawing nigh to him in ſolemn 
x "ily and long for the Enjoyment of bim 
. MF&lory. 

in a. If I believe in the Lord 7% Chrift 3 and 
n a true Senſe of his Love to me, give up 
ſelf to be ruled, taught, and ſaved by him in 
own Way, and on the Terms offered in the 

g tlehel. | | 
5. If Sin be my greateſt Grief and Burden, fc 
t I truly repent of it, and turn from it unto 


nou, abboring my fell for the Sins of my Heart 
; Lite; if 1 long to he delivered from this 


F 3 | Body 
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Body of Sin, and wot i be perſeCily h 
than have all the Honours, Riches and Pleaſ 
in this World. 4 3 

4. If I fee the Vanity of all Things here 
as not to ſet my Heart upon them; fee my 
a Steward that muſt give an Account; if 1 
my Heart and Hopes in Heaven and my « 
Deſires and Endeavours are to get there; 
would rather be perſeftly holy, than have al 
Honours; Riches and Pleaſures of this W: 
than diſpleaſe God, and forteit my everlil 
- Happineſs. e _ 

g. If I deny my ſelf, watch and ſtrive 2: 
my Corruptions, ſinful Motions and Aﬀett 
and all the Temptations of Satan; If thn 
Chriſt Lam enabled to overcome and mor 
them; if my Mind be ſpiritually fixed on 
heavenly. Glory, and daily fearing leſt I ſh 
come ſhort of it. We | 


| NT 


Short Inſtructions for the SICK. 


| HOSE. happy Perſons who have made 

it the chief Care and Buſineſs of their 
Lives to be always ready for a dying Hour, have 
leaſt need of this Council: It is therefore thoſe 
unhappy Souls who are yet unprepared, whom 


now inſtruct. And, On! that the Lord wou | 
| bleſs theſe Words, and perſuade them yet, eer 


Time be gon! | 


If Sin had not bewitched Men, and. made 4 


them Monſters of Senfleſneſs and Unbelief, it 
could not be, tnat that endleſs Life; ſo ſure, ſa 
near, could be ſo fooliſhly made light of all 
their Lives, as is by moſt, till they perceive that 


Death is ready to ſurprize them. But poor 1 


Sinner, if this hath been thy Caſe, ſuppoſing that 
thou art unwilling to be damned, I earneſtly 


entreat thee in th: Name of Chriſt, for the ſake -. 0 


of thy immortal Soul, tbat thou wilt preſently 


lay to Heart, theſe Inſtruſtions, be fore Time and 


Hope are gone for ever; 


i. At the laſt bethink thee, what tbon art, lll 
and for what End and-Work thou rameſs into th 
World. Thou art a Man of Reaſon, and not 


Brute, and thou baſt a Soul which was made ing 
know, and love, and ſerve thy M.ker; aud that 
not in the fecond Place, with the Leavings af ig 


Fleſh, bur in the firſts Place, and with a tb 


Heart 


Heart and Might. if his had been indeed thy 
Liſe, God would have been thy Portion, thy 
| Father, and thy Defence, and thou mighteſt have 
lived in Peace and Comfort, and then have lived 
with God for ever, And ſhould nota Creature 
live to the End and Uſes for which he was made? 
| Muſt God give all tby Powers for himſelf, and 
wilt thou turn them from bim for the Service of 
the Fleſh, and ,that when thou haſt vowed the 
| contrary in thy Baptiſm 9 How wilt thou anſwer 
ſuch treacherons Ungodlineſs ? | 
2. It is time for thee now to have ſerious 
Thoughts about. the Life which thou art going 


It thou couldeſt ſleepily forget it all the way, 


time to awaken when thou comeſt almoſt 
"Were. When thy Friends are vurying that Fleſh 
in the Earth, that thou didſt mere regard than 
God and thy Salvation, thy Soul muſt appear in 
an endleſs World, and ſee thoſe Things which 
God foretold thee of, and thou would not believe 
or jet thy Heart upon. As ſoon as Death hath 
opened the Curtains, Oh ! What a Sight muſt 

thou preſently behold ! A World of Angels and 
of holy. Spirits adoring, praifiag, and admiring 
that God whom thou didſt refuſe to mind, and 
love, and ſerve ! A World of Devils and damned 
Souls in Torment and Deſpair, bewailing their 
Contempt of Chriſt and Grace, the Neglect of 
God and their Salvation, their ſerving the Fleſh 
and loving the World, and wilfully loſing the 
Time of Mercy, and ali the Means which God 
vouchſaſed them. Believe it Sinner, there is an 
endleſs Joy and» Glory for the Saints, and an 
| endleſs Miſery for the Ungodly ; and one of theſe 
wot quickly be thy Caſe. Thy State is 7 85 
| b 44 8 {1 | | able 
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or Torment, which muſt never change, no, not 
when Millions of Years are paſt. And doſt not 
thou think now in thy Conſcience, that ſuch an 
endleſs Miſery ſhould have been prevented with 
greater Care and Diligence than all the Sufferings 
of this Life? And that the attaining of ſuch an 
endleſs Glory had been worthy thy greateſt Care 


and Labour; and that it is far better to ſee the. 
Glory of God, and be filled with his Love, and 
joyfully. praiſe bim with Saints and Angels for” 


evermore : And by a holy Life have prepared for 
this, than to 


Haft thou got more by the World and Sin than 
Heaven is worth ? T hon that are almoſt at the 
end of worldly Pleaſures, and haſt all that ever 
they will do for thee : But if God had” thi 
Service, he would not thus have caſt thee off, an 


his Rewards and Joys would have had no end. 
O how much happier are the blefied Souls inn i 


Heaven than we ! 
3. And ſeeing you are ſo near to the Judgment 


able whilſt thou art 10 1 ' th If thy Soul be 
miſerable there is yet a Remedy: Its 'pofible 
Chriit may. renew and pardon it. But as foon as iſ 
thou goeſt hence, thou entereſt into a State of Joy i 


- xx a 


pleaſe the Fleſh and follow the 
World a little while, and be undone for ever: 


LL ws: -- 
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of God, where your Soul muſt receive its final i 


Sentence, its high time now to judge your ſelf, and 


know what Eſtate your Soul is ia, whether in a 
State of Juſtification or Damnation: For this my 
be certainly known, if you are willing. And fir 
you muſt know who they be whom Chriſt will 
juſtify, and whom he will condemn : And this the 
Word of God will tell you, for he will judge 
them by that Word. In a Word, All —— 
| | | ; a c WROM 


whom Chriſt will juſtify La fave, are made new 
Creatures by the renewing ways of the Holy 
Ghoſt : Their Eyes are opened to ſee the Vanity 
of this World, and the Certainty and Excellency 
of the Glory of Heayen ; and to fe: the Odiouf. 
neſs of Sin, and the Goodneſs of a Holy Life; 
and to believe that Chriſt is the only Saviour to 
cleanſe them from their Sins, and bring them to 
that Glory.—And therefore they forſake the ſin- 
ful Pleaſures of the. Fleſh, and fer their Hearts 
on the everlaſting Bleiſedneſs, and ſeek it before 
all things, and lamenting and hating their former 
Siss, they give themſelves ſincerely to their God 
aud Father, their Saviour and their SanCtifier, to 
< be taught and ruled, juſtified, fanctified, and 
© ſaved by him, reſolving whatever it coſt, to ſtand 
© by this Choice, and Covenant to Death.“ This 
is the Caſe of all that Chriſt will juſtify or ſave. 
The reſt, who never were thus renewed and ſancti - 
fed, will be condemned as ſure as the Goſpel is 
true, Therefore let it be ſpeedily your Work to 
try, whether this be your Caſe or not? Have you 
been thus enlightened; convinced, and fenewed to 
believe in Chriſt, and the Lite to come, and give 
up your ſelf in a faithful Covenant to God your 
Father, your Saviour and SapCtifier, to hate your 
Sin and to live and love a holy Life, in mortifying 
the Fleſh, and ſeeking Heaven before the World!? 
If this be not *-2uc Caſe, I ſhall not flatter and 
deceive you, to tell you of any hope of being faved 
till you are thus renewed and ſanctified: Never 
imagine a Lye, to quiet you till help is paſt : 
- No one that is unregenerate or unholy ſhall ever 
dell with God. Yet you may be ſaved, if yet 
you will be truly converted and ſanCtified : But 
Without this, afluredly there is no Hope, An 
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An Exhortation to Seriouſneſs 
and Diligence 1n RELICION. 


INCE Man conſiſteth of Body and Soul, it is 
) aſtoniſhing to ſee what Pains and Care many 
take for the Body, which will thortly become 
loathſome Lump of Filth and Rottenneſs, and 
eglect or take but ſmall Pains or Care for their 
ouls which muſt live to all Eternity, either in 
eaven, or Hell, as they have ſpent the ſhort 
loment of their Lives, for this is the Time of 
pur Preparation, and there is no preparing Time 
but this Did Men but ſeriouſly conſider, how 
ſpeedily would they turn; how ſeriouſly would 
bey meditate ; how frequently would they pray; 
how carefully would they live; how paintully 
would they labour ; Oh ! what manger of Perſons 
would they be in all holy Cover ſation and Godli- 
neſs? All their Life would be a continual Pre- 
paration for Death, as all their Life is an Haſten- 
ing towards it. How can'ſt thou die with Com- 
fort, if thou knoweſt not whether thy departing 
Seul ſhall be in Heaven or Hell? Have a Care 
cf being deceived in a Matter of everlaſting Con- 
ſequence. Examine and try thy State now, before 
it be too late. To help you in this Work, I ſhall 
propound ſeveral Queftions to you which I charge 
you, as in the Preſence of God, before whom you 
G muſt 


1 World? And do you verily believe that all tl 


& ly Glory, than by your Life and all this World 


* Jou earneſtly deſired that he would ſanctiſy you 


| rently ! 
662) d fully 
muſt be ſhortly judged, zaſwer truly to your o your f+ 
Souls. | ſolved 
Que. 1. Hath your Soul and the everlaſti verned 
State had more deep and ſerious Thoughts aud rec!" 
Rezards than your Body and your World e, 
Welfare? 3 worlc 
Que. 2. Do you verily believe that your Si holy Li 
are ſo odious, that if God ſhould condemn yy God,: 
to Hell, he ſhould do no worſe by you than de tho 
deſerye ? rouble 
Queſt. 
y kno\ 
, not 
t rath 
ther b 


Dnueft. 3. Have you not only heard, but belies 
and perceived that you have as much need d 
Chriſt to be your Saviour, as a condemned Mal 
factor hath of a Pardon? And is Chriſt mo 
precious to you than all the Riches of this Woll 


his Ranſom and Mediation being your Hope, aue, 3! 
his Grace your earneſt Deſire ? d Ple: 
'  2reff..4. Have you perceived at the Hear Que 


empt: 
od's 
ywer fi 
on an 


that che Love and Favour of God is far better 
than all the Treaſures and Pleaſures of th 


Bleſſed ſhall ſee his Glory in Heaven and perfect) 
Love, and Praiſe, and ſerve him, and be filled 
with Joy in the bleſſed ſight and Love of God! 
And do you ſet more by the Hope of this Heaven 


And do you prefer Heaven and Earth in your 
Eſteem, your Defire, and heartieſt Labour and 
Diligence to make it ſure ? an | 
Dxef. 5. Have you truly believed that all that 
will come to Heaven muſt be a regenerate ſanctifed M* 
People, in Mind, Will and Life; and that this fn. 
- muſt be done by the Holy Ghoſt? And have 


E*throughly, and kill all your Sins, and make you 
WI wean > os [eryent!y 


: (63) FOR 
vently in Love with God, and all that is good 
d fully obedient to his Will? and have, given 
your ſelf to Fe/as Chrift in a well conſidered 
ſolved Covenant, conſenting to be taught and 
laſtiverned by him, and willing to imitate him, 
ts aud receive his Spirit. 
9neft, 6. Do you feel the Evil and Odioufneſs 
a worldly, carnal, unrenewed Heart, aad of an 
boly Life; yea, of your want of Faith and Love 
God, as well as of outwardſhameful Sins? And 
e thoſe Sins of Heart and Practice the greateſt 
rouble and Burden to you in the World ? 
9zeft. 7. Can you truly ſay that you live not in 
y known groſs Sin; and that you have no Sin, 
„ not the leaſt known Infirmity, which you hed 
t rather leave than keep; and that you had 
ther be perfectly, holy, in perfect Knowledge, 
ve, and Obedience, than to have all the Riches, 
d Pleaſures, and Honour of this World? | 
Que. 8. Can you truly ſay, that when 2 
ett emptation cometh ro your moſt beloved Sin, 
thFod's Authority, which forbiddeth it, is more 
thWwerful to keep you from it, than the Tempta- 
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ca and your Luſt to draw you to it? 

lied 22e/. o. Are you truly willing to wait on God © 
od obtain his Grace in the conſtant uſe of hearin 

ven rayer, Meditation, and the Company and Counſe 
df the Godly, even in the ſtricteſt Means which 


50d appointeth you to uſe for your Salvation ? 
and Que. 10. Can you truly fay, that you are at 
„ Foiat with all this World, reſolving to let go 
hat state, Honour, Liberty, and Life, rather thag 
red et go your Faith and Obedience, or by wiltol 
his Hin to turn from God? 1 

ye | _ 


ou 


Ou 


ly 
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To urge this Matter 2 : Conſider off Dark. 
Aﬀections and Actions, ſhould be ſomewhat I alre?c 
ſwerable to the End for which they were intended anotb 
Theſe Ends are the glorifying of God, the SH], 2: 
tion of our own and other Men's Souls, ovr eſce Deft! 
ing the Torments of Hell, and polſefling t about 
Glory of Heaven. Can we be too much affect 3. 
with Things of ſuch Moment? Can we labo we © 
for them too diligently, when we know if « God 


Labour ſucceed not, we are undone for ever: tions 
concerns us to ſeek and labour to purpoſe, that 
it is put to the Queſtion, whether we ſhall live ij Moc 
ever in Heaven or Heil? And this muſt be Inf 
ſolved in our obeying the Goſpel, or diſobey'}| our 
on the Painfulneſs or Sloathfulneſs of our pre Flo 
Endeavoufs. The Greatneſs of the Work we ha atte 
to do, ſhould quicken us as well as the Ends of Ai 


Now the Works of Chriſtians here are many a and 
very great. The Soul muſt be renewed, and graffi WI. 
Corruptions mortified, Fleth muſt be maſter} mi 
Self muſt be denyed, Afturance of Pardon x nel 
Salvation muft be attained, the World overco We 
A deal of Knowledge is to be got, ma G! 
Ordinances to be ujed, and Duties perform: 
Every Ape, Year and Day require freſh Succeſi ca 
of Duty; every Place we come in, every Pes „ 
we have to deal with, every Change of our Call V 
ditions doth ftill require the renewing of ol 
Labour, | | 5 

1. The ſhortneſs and uncertainty of the Ti y 
allotted us ſor the performing of this great Work n 
ſhould gicken us: Yet a few Days and we ſhall i a 
here no more: Time paſſeth on, many Diſe.e . 1 
are ready to aſſault us; we muſt very ſhortly ! 
laid in the Duſt, and there left to the Wor ws il ,! 
Dax kae 


G 
Darkneſs and Cone we are almoſt there 
alrezdy; we know not whether we ſhall have 
another Sabbath or Sermon, or Hour. 

2, Our Enemies are diligent in ſeeking our 
Deſtruction, the Devil, as a roaring Lyon, goes 
about ſeeing rwhom he may devour. | 

3. The many Talents we have, and the Means 
we enjoy, and the Mercies we bave received from 
God, ſhould all quicken us. The great Prepara- 
tions attending us. Al! the World are our Servants, 
that we may be the Servants of God: The Sun, 
Moon, and Stars, attend us with their Light and 
Influence; the Earth with all its Furniture, is at 
our Service, How many thouſand Plants and 
Flowers, and Fruits and Birds and Beaſts, do all 
attend us? The Sea with all its Inhabitants, the 
Air, the Wind, the Froſt and Snow, the Heat 
and Fire, the Clouds and Rain, all wait upon vs 
while we do onr Work ! yea, the Angels are 


miniſtring Spirits! Nay, the Patience and Good- 


neſs of God doth.wait upon us; the Lord Jeſus 
waiteth in the Offers of bis Blood; the Holy 
Ghoſt waitethin ſtriving with our backward Hearts. 

5. There is no danger in over doing : No Man 
can be too buſy to ſave his Soul. For the World 
you may eaſily do too much; but here, in God's 
Way you cannot. 

6. It is the Nature of every Grace to put on 
the Soul, Diligence and Speed: It you love God, 
you will make haſte, you will think nothing too 
much that you can poſſibly do, you will be 
ambitious to ſerve him and pleaſe him ſtill more; 
ſo that in what Degree ſoever thou art ſanctified, 
in the ſame Degree thou wilt be ſerious ang 
laborious in the Work of God. 
%; 7, What- 


n , 


: JU 
7. Whatſoever you do for God and your Sols, 
Heaven will pay for all': We labour but tor a 
Moment, but we ſhall reſt for ever. O what is 
the Duty and Suffering of a ſhort frail Life, 
which is almoſt at an End as ſoon as it begins, in 
= reſpect of the endleſs Joys with God 
= 8. Laborious ſtriving for Salvation is the Way 
that the Wiſdom of God hath directed us to as 
& beſt. 7he Kingdom of Heaven ſuffereth Violence, 
and the Violence take it by Force. Strive to enter 
in at the frait Gate. What thy Hands find to 
do, do it with thy Might9 | 
9. It is a Courſe that all Men either do or 
will approve of. There is not a Man that ever 
was, nor is, or ſhall be, but ſhall one Day juſtify 
the Diligence of the Saints, aud give his Verdict 
in Approbation of their Wiſdom, Thoſe that 
now are againſt it, whether in Judgment or Paſſion, 
will ſhortly be every Man of another Mind ; if 
they come to Heaven, their Minds will be changed 
beſore they come there; if they go to Hell, their 
Minds will then be altered whether they will or no. 
Tf they could ſpeak with every Soul that ſuffereth 
thoſe Torments, and ask their Judgments, Whether 
it be potlible to be too ſerious and diligent in 
* ſeeking Salvation, you may eaſily conjecture what 
anſwer they would return. | 
Io. The moſt ſerious painful Chriſtians when 
they come to die, do exceedingly lament their 
. Negligence, and do wiſh ; Oh! that-I had been a 
thouſand Times more holy, more heavenly, more 
laborojouNfor my Soul. 4 
r. Many take Pains for Heaven, and yet miſs 
© jt for wayt of more, Biſhop Hopktins, ind Mr, 
Ned Amo Cbriſtian, are too excellent Books 
1 * * 
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on this Head, well Ee Fl Reading, Many 
ſhall ſeek to enter, and not be able. 

12, God hath reſolved that Heaven ſhall not be 
had upon eaſier Terms: Reſt muſt always foliow 
Labour ; Seriouſnoſs is the very Thing wherein 
conſiſteth our Sincerity : If thou art not ſerious 
thou art not a Chriſtian” Now Reader, I dare 
promiſe thee, the Thoughts with thy ſelf, when 
thou comeſt to Death or Judgment. Oh ! what 


Heartpiercing Thoughts wilt thou then have of 1 


Eternity, and of thy Negligence. 

To quickeu you, I ſhall Propound theſe follow- 
ing Queſtions ; and 1entreat thee and command 
thee from God, that thou anſwers them faithfully, 
and obey them accordingly. 

Dueft. 1. What if you could grow rich by 
Religion, would you not be ſerious and in good 
earneſt in it? And is not Heaven better than 
all worldly Riches? _ | 

Que. 2. If the Laws of the Land did puniſh 
every Breach of the Sabbath, or every Omiflion of 
Family Duties, or ſecret Duties, or every cold 
or heartleſs Prayer, with Death, how carefal 
would you be? And is not eternal Death more 
terrible? | 

Dueff. 3. If it were God's ordinary Conrſe to 
puniſh every Sin with ſome preſent Judgment, ſo 
that every Time a Man Swore or Curſe or ſpoke 
a Lye, or backbiteth his Neighbour, he ſhajl be 
ſtruck Dead, or Blind, or Lame in the Place ? 
And is not eternal Wrath more terrible than this ? 
Give but Reaſon leave to ſpeak. 

2ueft. 4. If one of your old Acquaintance and 
Companions in Sin, ſhould come from the Dead, 
and tell you, that he ſuffered the a_—— - 

| 9 
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Hell for thoſe Sins that you are guilty of, and 


* Apoſtle, 2 Pet. 111. See ies all theſe n 


Til 
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for neglecting thoſe Duties which you veglec, 1 fo 
and for living ſuch a careleſs, worldly, ungodly F Go, 
Life as you now live, and ſhould therefore adviſe ſh, dif 
you tc take another Courte : If you thould meet even 
ſuch an one in your Chamber when you are going ue 
to Bed, and he ſhould ſay to you, © tate 5-0 of Ie jc 
this carnal and unholy Life ; fet your ſelf to [eek Itbe Ju 

the Lord with all your Might, neglcf? not your maſt 
Soul, prepare for Eternity, that ycu come not to the judge 
Place that Jam in; How would this take with Rebe 
. you ? And what manner of Perſon would you Lof th 
afterwards be? | ; laſt 
Dneft. 5. If you knew that this was the laſt what 

Day you had to live in the World, how would you Witter 
Ipend this Day? If you were ſure when you goto Q 
Bed, that you ſhould never riſe again, would not N and 
your Thoughts of another Life be more ſerious ment 
that Night? If you knew, when you are praying, I Sloat 

that you ſhould never pray more; would you not N wiſhi 

be more earneſt and importunate in that Prayer? ¶ that 
Why, you do not know but it may be the laſt; eryir 
and you are ſure your laſt is near at Hand. Jof hi 
. 6. If you ſaw the general Diſſolution oi been 

the, World, and all the Pomp and Glory of it you 
conſumed to Aſhes; if you ſaw all on Fire about will 
ou, ſumptious Buildings, Cities, Kingdoms, Land, 2 

| Fe, Earth, Heaven, all flaming about your Yea 
Ears; if you ſaw all that Men labonred for, and Tor 
fold their Souls for, gone, Friends gone, the Place fhov 

of your former Abode gone, what would ſuchi you 

Sight as this perfuzde' ye to do? Why, ſuch 2 ee 
Sight thou ſhalt certainly ſee. mal 

I put my Queſtion to thee in the Words of the live 


e diſſolved, what manner of Perſons ought you to 
ein al! holy Converſation and Godlineſs * Look- | 
ne for, and haftening unto the coming of the Day 
rf God, wherein the Heavens being on Fire, ſhall © 
e diſſolved, and the Elements (hall melt with 
fervent Heat. | | 
ove. 7. What if you had ſeen the Proceſs of 
he Judgment of the great Day ; if you bad ſeen 
he Judgment ſet, and the Books opened, and the 
moſt ſtand trembling on the left Hand of the 
judge, and Chrift himſelf accuſing them of their 
Rebellions and Neglects, and remembring them 
of their former ſlightings of his Grace, and at 
laſt condemning them to perpetual Perdition ; 
what manner of Perſons would you have been 
after ſuch a Sight as this, : 
®ueft. 8. What if you had once ſeen Hell open 
and all the Damned there: in their eaſeleſs 't-or- 
ments, and had heard them crying out of their 
Sloathfulneſs in the Day of their Viſitation, and 
wiſhing that they had but another life to live, and 
that God would but try them once again ; one 
crying out of his Neglect of Duty; and another 
of his Loitering and Trifling, when he ſhould have 
been labouring for his Life; what a Life would 
you lead after ſuch a Sight as this? Why, you 
will fee this with your Eyes before it be long. 
Pref. 9. What if you had lain in Hell but one 
Year, or one Day or Hour, and there felt all thoſe. 
Tormens that now you do but hear of; and God 
ſhould. turn you into the World again, and try 
you with another Life's Time, and ſay, It 
ſee waether thiu wilt yet be any better; what 
manger of Perfon would you be ? If you wereto 
„live a Thouſand ns Hoo you not gladly 
EE | live 
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Hell for thoſe Sins Wer * are guilty of, and 
for neglecting thoſe Duties which you neg lect, 
and for living ſuch a careleſs, worldly, ungodly 
Life as you now live, and ſhould therefore advife 


you . to take another Courte : It you ſhould meet 
ſuch an one in your Chamber when you are going 


to Bed, and he ſhould ſay to you, O zake hed of 


this carnal and unholy Life ; ſet your ſelf to ſeek 
the Lord with all your Might, neg let? not your 
Soul, prepare for Eternity, that yeu come not to the 
Place that Jam in; How would this take with 
you ? And what manner of Perſon would you 
afterwards be? 

Que. 5. It you knew that this was the laſt 
Day you had to live in the World, how would you 
ſpend this Day? If you were ſure when you go to 
Bed, that you ſhould never riſe again, would not 
your Thoughts of another Lite be more ſerious 
that Night ? Tf you knew, when you are praying, 
that you ſhould never pray more; would you not 
be more earneſt and importunate in that Prayer? 
Why, you do not know but it may be the laſt; 
and you are ſure your laſt is near at Hand. 

ule 6. If you ſaw the general Difſolution ot 
the, World, and all the Pomp and Glory of it 
conſumed to Alhes ; if you ſaw all on Fire about 

you, ſumptious Buildings, Cities, Kingdoms, Land, 
Water, Earth, Heaven, all flaming about your 
Ears; if you ſaw all that Men labonred for, and 
ſold their Souls for, gone, Friends gone, the Place 
of your former Abode gone, what would ſuch? 
Sight as this perſuzde ye to do? Why, {ſuch a 

Sight thou ſhalt certainly ſee. 
I put my Queſtion to thee in the Words of the 
Apoſtle, 2 Pet. iii. Secieg all theſe Things foal 
| . ; be 
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2 diſſolved, what * of” Perſons ought you to 
and Wy iz - holy Conver/ation and Godlineſs * Look- 
let, Ig for, and haftening unto the coming of the Day 
f God, wherein the Heavens being on Fire, ſhall © 
e diſſolved, and the Elements (hall melt with 
fervent Heat. 
Que. 7. What if you had ſeen the Proceſs © 
the Judgment of the great Day ; it you bad ſeen 
he Judgment ſet, and the Books opened, and the 
your Imoſt ſtand trembling on the left Hand of the 
' the judge, and Chriſt himſelf accuſing them of their 
vith NRebellions and NegleQs, and remembring them 
you Hof their former ſlightings of his Grace, and at 
laſt condemning them to perpetual Perdition ; 
laſt what manner of Perſons would you have been 
you Watter ſuch a Sight as this, | | 
oto Que. 8. What if you had once ſeen Hell open 
not Wand: all the Damned there in their eaſeleſs "t-or- 
ions ments, and had heard them crying out of their 
Ing, I Sloathfulneſs in the Day of their Viſitation, and 
not MW wiſhing that they had but another life to live, and 
er? that God would but try them once again; one 
alt ; ¶ crying out of his Neglect of Duty; and another 
of his Loitering and Triffing, when he ſhould have 
n 0: been labouring for his Life; what a Life would 
f it you lead after ſuch a Sight-as this ? Why, you 
out will fee this with your Eyes before it be long. 
10d, Que. 9. What if you had lain in Hell but one 
OUT Year, Or one Day Or Hour, and there felt all thoſe 
and Tormens that now you do but hear of; and God 
lace I ſhould. turn you into the World again, and try 
cha you with another Liſe's Time, and Tay, / wilt ., 
bh a ſee waether thou wilt yet be ary better; what 
manner of Perſon would you be ? If you were to 
the live a Thouſand Lars urdecg you not gladly 
75 ive 
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all thoſe Years in Prayer and Duty, ſo you mighl 
but eſcape the Torment which you ſuffered; hoy 


againſt it, and hear, and read, and watch, an 
obey ? How earneſtly would you admoniſh the 
Careleſs to take heed, and look about them ty 
9 their Ruin! And will not you take God 
ord for the Truth of this, except you feel it 
Que. o. What if you had been but one Ven 
i in the Glory of Heaven, and thert joined with the 
= . Saints and Angels in the beholding God, and ſing. 
ing his Praiſe, and afterwards ſhonld be turned 
into the World again ; what a Life would you 


„lead, and Pains would you take, rather than bj 


deprived of ſuch incomparable Glory? Would yo 
think any Coſt too great, or Diligence too much! 
If one of thoſe” that are now in Heaven ſhoull 
| come to live on Earth again, what Perſons woult 
= they be? How ſerjouſly would they drive on th: 
| Buſineſs of their Salvation! The Country would 
ring of their exceeding holy Converſation ! They 
would as far excel the holieſt Perſons on the 
Earth, as they excelled the careleſs World, befor 
they would loſe that bleſſed Eſtate : They would 
follow God with Cries both Day and Night, 
and throw away all, and ſuffer every Day a Death, 
And ſhould not we do as much to obtain it ? 
I be Scripture ſays, this is an evil World, it i 
| a World of Sin and Temptation and of Calamity; 
ol Sin, it js become as it were its Nature, it live; 
with Men from the Birth to-the Grave. It is 20 
* ungodly World that knoweth not its Maker, or 
korgettetb, condemneth, and wilfully difobeys 
kim, while in Words it doth confeſs him; and 
| | yet 
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live as ſtrictly as the perciſeſt Saints, and ſpen 


ſeriouſly then would you ſpeak of Hell and pray 


| | 717 

yet a hypocritical Wola Lat will ſpeak honour. 
IpenShly of God, and of Vertue, and of Piety, of 
mMighMaſtice and Charity, while they cannot endure the 
; bonWraRtice of that which their Tongues Commend ; 
Pryalmoſt all ſorts will prefer the Life to come in 
, andFWords, when in Deed they utterly Neglect it, and 
1 theprefer the fleſhly -Pleaſures of this Life, they cry _ 
em tofout of the Vanity and Vexation of the World, 
500\Yand yet they ſet their Hearts upon it and love it 
better than God and the World to come, they 
will have fome Religion to mock God and deceive 
themſelves, which ſhall go no deeper than the _ | 
Knee and Tongue, or a decembled Affection and 

Profeſſion, but to be devoted to God in _—_ 
| youſnation, Obedience and Love, how rare ig it? It 
n beſſ is a ſenſual and brutiſh World, and ſeems to have 
you hired out their Reaſon to the Service of their 
ich Appetites and Luſts, Gluttony and Exceſs, Sports, 
ou Plays, and Gaming, with Pride, Wantonneſs and 
oull worldly Pomp, and the covetous gathering Pro- 
tie viſion for the Fleſh is the Buſineſs and Pleaſure 
ou of their Lives; if yon tell them of Reaſon or the 
bey Law of God to take them off, you may almoſt as 

well think to reaſon a hungry Dog from his Carrion, © 

fon Tt is a ſelfiſh World, where every Man is an Ido! 
ald to himſelf, and affecteth himſelf and his own In- 
be, tereſt, as if he was all the World, drawing allhe | 
at. can from others to fill his own infatiable Defire 
loving, efteeming, and praiſing Men according to 
ul their Eſteem of himſelf ; ſelf conceit ſelf eſteem, + 
5 felf will and ſelf feeking, is the Soul and Buſineſs 
ve of the World: And therefore, no wonder that jt 
aS is a divided and contentions World, when it Fath 
as many Eads as Men, and every Man is ſtriving - 
YN torule, to be greateſt and to have bis WH, 


* ( 72 ) 
It is a dreaming diſtracted World, that ſpen 
their Days and Cares for nothing, and are: 


earneſt in the purſuit of that which they confeſs i 


Vanity, and dying. in their Hands as if they kney 
it fo be true Felicity ; they are like a h-ap of Ant 
that gad about as buſily, and make as much 30 
for Sticks and Duſt; as if they were about ſor. 
magnificent Work, Thus doth the vain deceivef 
World lay out their Thoughts and Time pq 
Impertinences, they ſtudy and care, and we- p ag 
laugh, and labour and fight, as Men in a Dream, 
and wil! hardly be perſuaded but it is Reality they 
purſue till Death comes and awake them, fuck j 
the Life of moſt of the World, who ſpend their 
Days in a ſerious Jeſting, and buſy in doing nothing, 
It is a malignant World, that hath an inbre, 
Enmity to all that Virtue and Goodneſs which 
they want, There are few that are truly wil 
and good that eſcape their hatred. 
Yea, it is an unthankful World, will evil tres 
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thoſe that deſerve beſt at their Hands, he that wil 5 


inſtruct them and ſtop them in their Sin and fave 
their Souls, do's ordinarly make himſelf a Prey, 
they will not only take away their Lives but thi 
good Names. Pond ; 

It is a tempting World, that would make all at 
bad as itſelf, he that hath any Pzflicn or Corrupt 
Affection, is as inclineable to Convey it to another 
as Fire is to kindle Bare, Covetouſneſs, Ambition, 
Volgptiouſneſs, Luft, Wrath, Revenge, are all 

Contagious, „ | 
It is a calamitous miſerable World, it is void 
of the Comforts and ſacred Illumination, and ot 
the aſſured Love of God, and the Exerciſe of 

Holineſs and Wiſdom ; the Delights of Saints in 
| loying 
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73 
ſpen; oving God and waiting ſor eternal Life, are 


oknown to all the ungodly ;* they are loſt in 
Igugrance and Error, and Tormented with their 
of FF 2figns, Diverſions and Contentions ; their 

ices are part of their Diſquietment and Pain, 
tho' Pleaſure be their intended End. : 

They are Slaves to Satan and their Luſt, and 
are in love with their Captivity, and glory in their 
Chains, they are under the guilt of Sin, and have 
no Aſſurance of Pardon or Deliverance, God 
overtakes them many times with Sickneſs, Pain, 
Impoveriſhment, the Fruſtration of their Hopes 
Torments them, yet under all they are hardened 
2paiuſt God, tand fall not out with their Sin and 
Folly, but with the Juſtice of Heaven and its 
Inſtruments, or rather with all that bears the Image 
of the Holineſs of God; This is the. viſible 
Condition of this World. | 
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The Solologuy of a devont Soulf ts we 


: thee b 
© FT ORD, I have viewed the World over i bave ! 
6 which thou haſt ſet me, I have tryed ho what 


C this and that Thing will fit my Spirit aul on the 
the Deſign of my Creation, and can find nothin perfec 
© inwhichtorefſt; Lo! I come to thee the eter; erecte 
© Being, the Spirit of Life, the Center of Reſt, th diatic 
© Stay of the Creation, the Falneſs of all Thing Hear 
1 Joyn my ſelf to thee, with thee I will leu ing; 

© my Life, and ſpend my Days with whom 1 hop the f 
© to dwell for ever, My God I look to thee; t. muſt 
© thee alone, no Man, no worldly Creature mad: thee 
© me; none of them did redeem me, nor renew m Part 
© Soul, nor will juſtify me at thy Bar, nor forgin 

* my Sin, nor ſave me from thy penal Juſtice 

© nor bea full or a perpetual Felicity for my Soul 

g To thee I reſign my ſelf, for I am thine own and 
c 

c 

bh 

oy 

c 

c 
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To thee I ſubject all the Powers of my Souff mo 
and Body, for thou art my rightful Sovereign, or! 
From thee I thankfully accept all the Benefi 1b 
and Comforts of my Life. Ia thee I expect m 
true Felicity and Content; to know thee, mul 
be my Bleſſedneſs, or I muſt have none: Ther: 
is no other real Joy, and in the Deſires an 
Motions of my Soul, I faid, that thou and on! 
thou art its reſting Place, and though Love doe 
now but ſearch, and pray, and cry, and weep, 
and is reaching upwards but cannot reach th:Y 
f glorious. Light, the bleſſed Knowledge, the per: 
f tet Loye for which it longeth ; yet by its ee, 
% | Eo : Wm & 


75. 
its aim, its a 10 moans, its groans, I 
know its meaning, where it would be, and 1 
kao its End; my diſpleaſed Soul will never 
71 be well till it come near to thee, till it knows 
thee better and loves thee more: Oh! let me 
er have no other Portion, no Reaſon, no Life, but 
hon what is devoted to thee, employed for thee and 
t au on thee, and ſhall be perfected in thee the only 
perfected Object for ever upon the Holy Altar, 
erected by thy Son, and by his Hands and Me- 
diation ; I humbly devote and offer then this 
Heart: Oh! that I could ſay with greater feel- 
ing; this flaming, loving, longing Heart, but 


muſt come from thee, it will not elſe aſcend to 
thee ; let it conſume this Droſs, ſo the nobler 
Part may know its home ; I hope its waſhed in 
precious Blood, and there is ſomething in it that 
is thine own ; it ſtill looks towards thee, and 
follows thee, and will be content with Gold, 
and Myrth, and Honour, and ſuch Fooleries no 
more, it lies at the Door and will be eutertained 
or periſh; tbo algs it loves thee not as it ſhould, 
1 boldly ſay it loves to love thee, it ſeeks nor 
t mf craves no greater Bleſſedneſs than perfect, endleſs 
mul mutual Love, it is vowed to thee, even to thee 


hen only and will never take up with Shadows more, 


and but is reſolved to lie down in Sorrow and De- 
ou ſpair, if thou will not be its reſt and joy; it 
doe hates it ſelf for loving thee no more, accounting 
ep, no want, infirmity, ſhame or pain, ſo great and 

the grievous a Calamity. | 
per- For thee, the glorious, bleſſed God it is that T 
eye come to Jeſus Chriſt, if be did not reconcile my 
l guilty Soul to thee, and did not teach it the 
© heavenly 


the ſacred Fire which muſt kindle on my Sacrifice 
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Cauſe, and calls the Soul from Self aud Ven: 
and condemns its Sin, and purifies and leads i 


YE”. 
ly Art and Work F Kode, by the ſweet Com 
munications of thy Love, he could be no Savia 
ſor me, it muſt be a Teacher ſent from thee, th: 
muſt conduct me to thee ; no Travellor, Boo 
or Creature, which I can ſee, doth tell me my; 
than Jeſus Chriſt : I can find no Way fo ſutiall{f 
to my Soul, no Medicine ſo fitted to my Miſery 
no Bellows ſo fit to kindle Love, as Faith | 
Chriſt jeſus : I ſee no Doctrine ſo divine an 
heavenly, nor any which ſo purely pleads thy 


directly to thee : On thee therefore, my dex 
Redeemer, do I. caſt and truſt my ſinful Soul; 
with thee, and with thy holy Spirit, I rene 
my Covenant, I know no other, I have no oths 
Saviour but thy {elf ; to thee I deliver up m 
Soul, which thou haft redeemed, not to be ail 
vanced to the Wealth, Honour and Pleaſure d 
this World, but to be delivered from them, auth“: 
to be healed of Sin and brought to God, ad 
to be ſaved from this preſent vile World, af. p. 


'to be waſhed in thy Blood, illuminated, quick H 


ned and confirmed by thy Spirit, and conducted 
in thy Ways of Holineſs and Love, and at |i 
to be juſtiſied and preſented ſpotleſs to th 
Father of Spirits, and poſſeſſed of that Glor 
which thou haſt promiſed, Oh!] thou that hal 
prepared ſo dear a Medicine for the cleanſing 
of poluted Souls, leave not my Soul in its guil 
and pollution: Oh! cauſe me in my Degree to 
know the Father, acquaint me with ſo mud 
of his Will as concerns my Duty, leave ot 
my Soul to groan in Darkneis, ſeeing thou ai 
the Sun and Lord of Light. O heal ay 

3 I | « eſtianged 


(497.1 
ranged Thoughts of God, is he my Light 
nd Life, and all my hopes? And muſt I dwell 


etter than thus? Shall I learn no more that 
ave:iſuch a Teacher? And ſhall I get no 
erer him, while I have a Saviour and a Head 
b rate: Oh! give my Faith a clearer proſpect 
to that better World, and let me not be fo 
uch unacquainted with the Place in which I 
dope to abide for ever, and as much as thou 

aſt prepared a Heaven for Holy Spirits, prepare 
0s i y Soul for Heaven, that hath not long to ſtay 
n Earth, and when at Death I reſign it into thy 
ands, receive jt as thy own. and finiſh the 
Work which thou haſt begun, in placing it a- 
ong the blefſed Spirits, who are filled with the 
ight and Love of God: I truſt thee living, 
t me truſt thee dying, and never be aſhamed 
f my truſt. O blefled Jeſus! fill my Heart 
ith an unquenchable Love to thee, that I may 
ove thee with my whole Heart, and with all 
e Powers of my inward Parts, having thee in 


ways, and every where, ſo there may be no 
Place in me open to adulterons Love. 

Unto thee the eternal holy Spirit, proceeding 
rom the Father and the Son, the communica- 
ive Love who condeſcends to make perfect the 
ufig glect of God, do I deliver up this dark i mperfe&t 
SU'Woul, to be further renewed, confirmed and per- 
ected, according to the Holy Covenent. Refuſe 
ot to bleſs it with thy inbred Operations, 
haicken it with thy Life, englighren it, ſanctity 
u lt dy thy Love, actuate it powerfully, purely 
ad conſtantly, by thy Holy Motions, 1 

1 | N 


I 


ith him for ever, and yet ſhall I know him no 


Heart and in my Mouth, and before my Eyes | 
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of whom, and through whom and to who 


1 feel, 1 daily ſee] 510 8 dead to all p 
and all that is good is dead to me, if tha 
not the Life of all. Oh! thou that haſt U 
2nd given me thoſe - heavenly Invitation MO# 
Deſires which Fleſh and Blood could never 

ſuffer not my Folly to- quench thoſe Sp: 
nor the Fleſh to prevail, nor the Lo | 


heavenly Seed, depart not from my finfl 5 
as thou art the Agent and AdvocatSof 
Chriſt, Oh! plead this Cauſe effectually i 
Soul, againſt the Suggeſtions of Satan and 
Unbeliet, and finiſh his healing, ſaving Wo 
me z be in me the Witneſs of my Lord, 
Author of my Prayers, the Spirit of Adoy 
the Seal of God, and the earneſt of mine Ii 
tance. . O ſhed that Love upon my Heart, 
I may keep in a continual Life to Lovezt 
me the Work which I muſt do in Heave 
freſh my Soul with the Delights of Hol 
and the Joys which ariſe from the hel 
Hopes on everlaſting Joys. Exerciſe ' my 
and Tongue in the Holy Praiſes of my 
ſtrengthen me in Sufferings, and - conquer 
Terrors of Death and Hell; make. me the! 
heavenly by how much the faſter I am ht 
ing to Heaven. Let my laſt Thoughts, M 
and Works on Earth, be lize to thoſe 
ſhall be my firſt in the State of Glorious 
mortality, where God will for ever be all it 


all Tbings, to whom be Glory for ever. 4 


HE great Lord ofthe World hath placed the 
Children of Men in this Earth as Stewards, 
Mat. 25. and delivers to every one his 
' WoWalents, to ſome more, to ſome leſs, under a 
Lord, Hruſt or Charge to employ the ſame, that they 
Adonſay be kept in continual Action, to their own 
je Inffidvaatage and the Good of others, and the 
It, vi lory and Praiſe of God, who hath a Complacency 
ye zi beholding a- Conformity in his Creatures to his 
raven perfect Will: He has annexed Rewards and 
Holuniſhments as they improve or iniſimprove their 
bel alents, proportionable to their Faithfulneſs or 
my Wegligence; the great Day of Account will be the 
ny reat Day of Judgment, when the Lord Jeſus Chrift 
querÞ1ll call every one to his Acconnt, be may ſay, I 
the have formerly made yau Stewards of my Bleflings 
n pon Earth, I now call for an Accouut give your 

Manſwers, here the Particulars with which I charge 
ou anſwer truly, for I have sControler within, your 
own Conſciences, and -a Controler without my 
Book oſ Remembrance, in which is ſet Gown all that 
ever you have done, or ſpoke, or thought: I have 
given each of you an immortal Soul to take Care 
lot, underſtanding andReaſon to guide your Actions, 
Memory, a Conſcience to direct and check you in 


- 


doing ill, and to incourage you in doing well, I 
have laid open to you the Works of my Foes 
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( 80 ) 
and Providence, I have given you Speech been 


Advantage one another, I have given you til throu 
of Life in this World, a Seaſon to exerciſe the mplo 
other Talents I have entruſted you with, I hi have 
given you Rule and Dominion oyer my Creatu ed m 
allowing you the Uſe of them for Food and RM Pictu 
ment, I have given to ſome health of Bo mort 
Strength, Beauty, Comlineſs, Wealth and Rich it th 
Reputation and Eſteem, great Succeſs, a go Fnjo 
Education, kind Relations, faithſul Friends, g As t 
Laws, the written Word of God to acquaint yh thy 
with my Will and the Way to eternal Life, i jecti 


Word preached, Szcraments, the powerful M Lim 
tions of the Spirit upon your Conſciences, ſpec fit 
Providences, Chaſtiſements abd Corrections, i mig 
gular Opportunities have been put into ya amc 
Hands of inſtructing the Ignorant, delivering ii Ho! 
Oppreſt, and promoting my Honour: Theſe af tha! 
ſome of the many Talents which I have comniffi bol. 
ted to you tho' in different Degrees; give up y Re: 


Account how you have employ'd 'em. Cal 

The good Steward will ſay, I have not improve} Ea: 
my Talent according to the Ability thou haſt le} ha\ 
me, I offer the Merits of my Redeemer to ſupplfſſh tny 
my Detect, and to make good what is wauting i the 


my Account, yet according to thy Command I 6 
humbly render my Diſcharge of the Truſt tho 
hiſt committed to me as follows, in general, 4 
to all the Bleflings and Talents wherewith thou 
' haſt intruſted me, I have looked up to thee with 


it 
a thankful Heart as the Author and giver of then it 
J have always looked on my ſelf as unworthy d ar 


them, I have looked on them as committed to my 
Truſt to manage for the Ends ſor which they wen ac 
given, the Honour of my Lord and Maſter: I baz h 
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81 a 
been watchful and 18 in . Uſe of them, ik 
through Weakneſs or Temptation I have miſi- 
mployed any of them, I have been reſtleſs till 1 
have repented and reformed, I bave always eſteem. 
ed my Soul to be an ineſtimable Treaſure, a little 
Picture of thy ſelf in its ſpiritual Natuge and Im- 
mortality, and I have endeavoured to recover for 
it thy mortal Image, and dreſs it for an eternal 
Enjoyment of thee in the World of happy Saints: 


As to my Body, I have endeavour'd according to 1 


thy Command, to tame it and bring it under Sub- 
jection, to govern all its Appetites within the 
Limits of Purity and Honour, that ſo it may be a 
fit Temple for thy holy Spirit to. dwell in, and 
might have comfortable Afurance that it ſhall riſe 
among the Bodies of, the Saints to immortal 
Honour. I have made a Covenant with my Eyes 
that they. ſhould not rove after Vanity, but be- 
bold ing thy Works of Wonder and Wiſdom, in 
Reading thoſe Books that inſtruct me in the great 
Concernment of eternal Life: I have ſtopt my 
Ears againſt ſinful and unprofitable Diſcourſe : 1 
have been liſtening to thoſe Things that increaſe 
my Faith, Knowledge and Piety; I have kept 
them open to the cry of the Poor and Oppreſſed 
to relieve them: I have been carefni to govern my 
Senſes and ſenſual Appetites by my Reaſon, and 
govern my Reaſon by thy Word: TI have looked 
upon it as a Ray of divine Light, and have uſed 
it for thee, and employ'd it aright: I looked on 
it as thy Talent, and gave thee the Glory, Uſe, 


and Service of it. | 


As to Memory, that wonderful Faculty, I have 
admired thy Wiſdom, Powers and Perfections, 


having endeavoured to treature up in it thoſe 
: . Thing 


” ” - 
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@ Things that might be of * uſe for the Life tg 
come, and moſt conducible to the attaining of it. 
j Thy Mercies, Directions, Promifles, Commands 
Ss my own Vows, Reſolutions, E :periences; and 
Tears, keep me conſtant in my Duty, dependant 
on thy Goodneſs, Humble and Penitent. I have 
ſtudyed to forget injuries, vain and hurtſu} Diſ- 
courſe, or what :1ight keep out better Things. 

= The next employ of my Memory has beca to 
raſſiſt me in my Calling, Converſation, performing 
my Promiſes, preſerving good and lawful Learn- 
ing, that I might ſerve thee, and my Generation 
improve in Knowledge and Wiſdem., a 
As to my Conſcience and the Light thou haſt 
given me from thy Word, I have furniſhed it with 


deavour'd to keep it clean, and encourage it as 
thy Vicegerent over my Soul; in all my Actions 
T have adviſed with it, neither ſtifled, forcsd, nor 
bribed it, and ſubjected my Will, Purpoſes. and 
Actions to it; when TI have done amiſs I ſubmit- 
ted to its Reproofs and Chaſtiſements, I have 
more feared a ſeared Conſcience than a ſharp, 
ſerupulous one, this latter more troubleſome, yet 
more ſafe; I bave forborn what might be probably 
lawful, rather than do what might be poſſibly un- 
lawful : I every Night brought the Days Actions 
to a freſh Cenſore ;. if well done, I was thankful, 
if done amiſs, I ſued to thee for Pardon, and for 
Grace to prevent the like Miſcarriages, hereby ! 
have kept my Peace with thee, and learned Watch. 
fulneſs for the Time to come. 


WP, 


the moſt pure and divine Principles; I have en- 


40 


4 


to ſet forth thy Glory, to inſtruct others, to re- 


As tezching thy Works of Creation and Providence. 


II E vaſtneſs of the Works mine Eyes be. 
hold, their Beatuy, Order, Uſefulneſs, the 
regular Motions of the heavenly Bodies, the fruit- 
fulneſs of th: Earth, and the Uſefulneſs of the 


Creatures, prove that there is a GOD, the firſt 
Cauſe of all cheir Being and Motions ; kence I 


learn the more to honour, reverence and admire 
thee, to worſhip, ſerve and obey thee, to love 
and adore thee, as the Fountain of all Being and 
Good, to walk awfully as being always under} 


thine Eye, 


As to my Speech, I have been careful not to 
offend with my. Tongue, my Words have been 
few, ſeaſoned. with Grace and with Uſefulneſs, 
tho' tranſcient and paſting away, yet treaſured up 
in thy Remembrance, By my Words I ſhall be 
juſtiſied or condemned; my Tongne has been uſed 


prove Vice, incourage Virtue, and to call upon thy 
Name in Prayer and Praiſe, to perſwade to Peace 
Charity, and good Works. 

As touching my time of Life, I have duly con 
ſidered what it is, and to what End given me; 
that it is ſhort, the Minutes and Opportunities that 
are paſt being irrecoverably loſt ; the time before 
me is uncertain and ſhorr, I know not how ſhort, 
whether a Year, a Week, a Day, or. an Hour; 
yet, on this little, uncertain Portion of time, de 
pends my everlaſling Happineſs or Miſery ; it i 
not to be ſpent in Sin and Idleneſs, nor to _gaii 
RicheM 
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( 34 
WW Riches, Honour, Reputation, when Death comes 
= theſe will be jofipid and uſeleſs; Time is given 
us for a highet End; 7. e. To prepare for eternal 
Happineſs and for our great Account, to he made 
meet and fit for the heavenly Glory. 
Upon theſe Conſiderations I have endeavoured to 
husband theſe ſhort, uncertain, important Talents, 
as well as I coulg, by avoiding ſinful Employments, 
Idleneſs, long Feaſting, exceſſive Sleep, imperti. 
nent Viſits, ieeing Plays, unneceſſary Recreations, 
impertinent Studies, that ſerve for no good Pur. 
poſes, but have exerciſed my ſelf in my Calling, 
as an act of Duty and Obedience to thee, acting 
in it thoſe Vertues of Chriſtianity that might he 
-honourable tc. thy Name, of good Example to 


others, improvement of Grace to my ſelf, uſing. 


in it Diligence. without Anxiety, Dependance on 
= thee without Preſumption, Contentedneſs, Patience, 
Thankfulneſs, Honeſty, Plain-Dealing, Liberality, 
ſo converting that very Imployment and the time 

ſpent therein tothe Uſe and Advantage of my Lord 
aud Meſter, the good Example of others, and the 
increaſe of ſpiritual as well as temperal Intereſt ; 
by a careful Obſervation of Time ſet apart for 
religious Daties, eſpecially the Lord's Day, nct 
mingling with it ſecular Thoughts or Imploy- 
ments; but with much Attention, Striftneſs and 
Care, laying hold on thoſe Times and Opportuni- 
ties, by ſetting apart ſome. Time for Prayer and 
Reading thy Word, which I conſtantly obſerved 


by making the great and one Thing neceſſary, the 
chief and principal Buſineſs of my Life, ſtriving to 
= conform to my great Pattern, and to have him 

formed in my Heart, and tis Life in mine, crucify- 
w ſelf to the World, and the World 7 me, 
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ing my ſelf for Death Judgment, and Eternity, 
din "theſe and the like Employments eſteem 
Time beſt ſpenc, : 40 


whine. thy Creatures and the Uſe of them, and 
the Dominion over them, 9 


>) Have received them as thine with thankfulneſs, 
8 when I have had increafe 1 looked on thee as 
th the giver, and ſought to thee for a Bleſſing upon 
0 em in my uſe of them, and received them as a 
Frauſt, uſed them with Temperance, not to Luxury 
i r Vain-glory, not to exceſs iz Meat. or Drink, 
ith Mercy towards the Creatures which thou 
idſt put under my Power, abhorring thoſe Sports 
hich "conſiſted in torturing them. 
My learning of Natural Cauſes and Effects of 
rts and Sciences I have eſteemed but as Droſs, in 
ompariſon of the Knowledge of thee and thy 
hriſt. 5 | 


eee 


Concerning Prudence. 


Have always eſteemed that Honeſty and 
plain Dealing is beſt, as well publick as 
private; my Heart always went along with \ 
my Tongue, 


K Concerning * 7 


look c 


aries, | 
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A 2 | | | more 
Concerning Bodily Endowments, Health, Str Solic 
| and Beauty. Hono 
| rejoy 
Looked on my Body but as the Inſtrunfſin. co 
for the Exerciſe of my Soul, and a Cotfpþeze! i 
wherein it might inhabit and perfect it ſelf, Wmy F 
have been careful to keep it uſeful for that Nappo 
not by overmuch Severity to tire it, nor overmep* 3 
incres 


pampering and pleaſing. to make it unruly 
maſterleſs, I hold the Tere: far more dangera 
In. my firmeſt Health it was my Care ſ0 
Order my Life and Actions, as if the next mifÞþad tt 
take away my Health and LIfe too. 5 

I eſteemed Strength and Beauty thy Bleſſigg 
looked upon a beautiful Countenance as a juſt! 
prehenſion of a detorm'd Mind, but never a M 
of Pride or Vain Glory, becauſe it's thy Gif 
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Concerning my Wealth and outward Eft. ne 
Eſteemed them the Gifts of thy Provide$®9in 
and Bleſſing, rather than of my Power νu 
Induſtry, I did not by them meaſure thy! d CO 
vour, or the goodneſs and ſafety of my Conditio pnlcl 
_ chou diſpenſeſt indifferently to the Good a 

ad, | 
My Wealth made me more jealous of my Cu 
dition, than ſecure in it, I often beg'd. my Porty 
might not be in this Life, I eſteemed not my iſ - - 
— better Man nor the better wiſtian for hai 
them. 


ook d upon no more given me but tor Ne: 
ries, the reſt not mine, but my Maſters, rather 
Burden than my Poſſe ſſion; the more I had 
more was my Care, the greater my Charge 
Solicitude, to be a faithful Steward of it, to 
Honour of my Maſter, 


8 tren 


Inſtrun in committing this Truſt to me. I durſt not 
a CorfWezel it in Exerciſes, or in advanci:g my ſelf 
t ſel Nmy Poſterity, but I employ'd the Overp us 
that (ſupport of the Miniſtry, and relief of the Poor, 
overnept a 160ſe Affection towards it, I eſteem'd it 
ruly Mincreaſe of my Account and Care, if I loſt it 
Shout my own Folly or Fault, I look d on that 
as the Diſcharge of ſo much of my Account, 
ad the Leſs to anſwer for: Theſe Things I 
w I muſt leave at Death, and they are 
mptations to N and Luxury. | 


llt. 


Touching my Reputation and Credit, 


Set not my Heart upon it, I uſed all Fidelity 
and Honeſty, and took care it - ſhoyld not be 
loſt by any default of mine, and if, notwith- 
iduFnding all this, my Reputation be ſoli'd by evil 
er Mrious Men, or Angels, I'll patiently hear it 
hy d content my ſelf with the Serenity of my own, 


Jiti@alcience. 
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d at 


Two 


. 5 < 
5 . 8 6 
My . 
. * * we 


rejoyced that he eſteemed me wiſe and faith- 1 


ave ab 
norte. © 
znderr 
the 
Bodies, 
we me 


Io ſhort PRAYERS, 5 
. ä dur Eo 


| K M OST holy gracious and glorbus ( convin 


the God and Father of our Lord ] of the 
; Chriſt, and thro' him our God and Faifflenc) 
in bis Name.we worſhip at thy Footſtool, ado Souls, 
thy Majeſty, blefling thee for thy Mercies, Thing 
praymg for the Continuance thereof: InnumerY bur 1 
have been thy Mercies to us; thy Power broad Corr 
us out of Nothing; he wee ec has prefer make 


v3; and when by Sin e were become worſe t. for i 
Nothing, thy Grace redeemeq gg We are bo Will. 
by the Law to ſerve and / thee ; devo all o 
to thee in our Baptiſm, invited by thy Merch us fr. 
and encouraged by thy Promiſes ; Notwithſtandſ on: 
this, we muft confeſs with Shame, that we b V< d 
forgotten thee, and rebelled againſt thee ; forg King 


ten the God to whom we were devoted, niſte 

ſerved the World, the Fleſh, and the Devil, uh to e 

we had renounced. We are by Nature Child Pert 

| of Wrath, and have been guilty. of ſeveral pre deli 
and henious Sins, yet did not thy Mercies len * 

He: 


us to periſh in our Sins. Oh! aſtoniſhing Grace 


has offered and does ſtill offer Pardon and Salveticd Sav 
May this Grace lead us to Repentance, give us 
Heart tiuly broken for Sin, convince us of our nec 

of Chriſt, and diſpoſe us to believe in him. ON © 
Chriſt's Merits we depend, to his Interceilion wf} 
ruſt; ſor his Sake pardon our Sins, though the 


. bai 


ave abounded, may thy Grace through mmm 
nore. abound, We condemn our: felves, Lord 
2 Fondemn us not, give us thy holy Spirit, fanctify7 

the Powers of our Souls and Members of our 
N Bodies, turn us from Sin to thy bleſſed Self, that 
; 8. we may love thee-moſt fervently, chuſe thee as 
Pour Portion, and delight in thee as our Happineſs; 
bus (convince us more of the Evil of Sin, the Vanity 
d of the Creature, the Riches of Chriſt, the Excel- 
Falency and Neceſſity of Holineſs, the Value of our 
adol Souls, and the Weight of Eternity. May theſe 
cies, Things appear to us now, as they will appear on 
1merYour Death Bed, Subdue the Remains of our 
broul Corruptions, confirm and quicken our Graces, 
reſer} make us more deſirous of Heaven, and more meet 
rſe t for it. In the mean Fime, fit us for thy whole 

> bo Will, teach gg to 4 ve all Providences ; may 
devo) all of the gd, may nothing ſeparate 
lercih us from thee; Mie ws ſerviceable in our Genera- 
arg810n, a Bleſſing to the Place where we live ; may 
e hi we do our Dorgyia all our Relatious. Bleſs the 
forgt King's Majeſty, ang all inferior Magiſtrates, Mi- 
J, 2 niſters, and People; bleſs our Relations, do good 
hto our Benefactors, and forgive our Enemies, ſup- 3 
ilar port the Afflicted, ſuccour the Diſtreſſed, and 
deliver the Tempted g guide us and them thro' 


re 
E the World, and preſerve us blameleſs to thy 
race 2 Yingdormn, for the ſake of thy Son our 
atio ; 5 


Saviour; hier Jeſus Chriſt. 
nee 2 | 8 225 | * 
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4 Chit s Prayer. 


Lord, I am A poor Child, 1 am in 

Danger to go to Hell, and to be burned for 

| ever for my Sins; thou haſt given Chrift 
Eto be 2 Saviour of Sinners, Ob! let bim be my 
Saviour; for his ſake, O Lord, forgive my Sins, 
nd let me he born again, agg be made thy Child; 
love me as thy Child, and help me tg love thee 
Fas my Father, and give A E thite 
own Child; keep me from e from 
Lying and Stealing, and Frowar dels, from Un- 

&rulineſs, Idleneſs, and childiſhiFolly : Make me 


- i to my Parents and 9 . to hear 


geir Inſtructions, obey 2, mmands, and 
Abmit to their Reproofs. Work a Work of 
Grace in my Heart, and as I grow up in Years 
ſo let me grow up in thy Favour; be thou my 
God and Father, and take Care, ol 5 from 
hence forth and for ever. | 

ur Father which art in Head 


